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TML Annual Conference session to
focus on retall recruitment strategles

Retail IS economic develop-
ment and should be a component of
your community’s comprehensive
economic development strategy.

That’s the message that Kelly
Cofer, president and CEO of The
Retail Coach, will deliver during the
TML Annual Conference in Mem-
phis, held June 22 -25.

Cofer, has 27 years of experi-
ence inall aspects of retail real estate
and economic development in more
than 180 cities and 22 states through-
out America.

The following article was pro-
vided by Cofer and includes vital
information on how cities can create
aggressive recruiting strategies for
retail development.

Retail is Economic Development
BY C. KELLY COFER
CEOQ, The Retail Coach

The horizon is looking brighter
for retail recruitment and expansion.
City leaders charged with achieving
these important goals have faced tre-
mendous challenges during recent
years brought on by a difficult
economy.

Retail choices enhance your
community’s quality of life, which is
a component in recruiting busi-
nesses and a capable workforce.
Your success will bring increased
sales and property tax revenue; new
jobs; more shopping and eating op-
tions; and reduced outflow of dollars
to other communities.

The Economy and Retail

The big economic story of 2013
is the return of the U.S. housing
market. Home values have already
stabilized and are beginning to show
appreciation in most U.S. markets.
Home sales are up throughout the
country, and new home construction

—
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Citizens are motivated to shop locally because 68 cents of every dollar
spent at a locally-owned retailer stays in the community.

surged in 2012 to an annual rate of
872,000, the highest since the finan-
cial crisis.

A continued boom in new-home

constructionwill fuel jobs— andvice
versa, according to economists at
IHS Global Insight. Each new home

See RETAIL on Page 9

AG Day on the Hill celebrates,
promotes state’s food initiatives

State farming efforts emphasized to meet increasing food demands

Photo By Victoria South

Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey milks “Killer” the cow, only to lose the milking contest again this year to his
opponent, House Speaker Beth Harwell, at Tennessee Ag Day on the Hill.

BY VICTORIA SOUTH
TML Communications Coordinator

Legislative Plaza quickly trans-
formed into “down on the farm”
April 2, as legislators, downtown
workers and visitors of all ages,
gathered to view a bounty of live
food sources, crops, farm equip-
ment and other exhibits at
Tennessee’s annual Ag Day on the
Hill. Located at the plaza courtyard,
pens of cattle, goats, pigs, chicken,
sheep, bees, mules and horses not
only drove home the idea of where
food actually comes from, but rein-
forced the state’s message to help
keep Tennessee farms profitable.

Foregoing last year’s goats for
two dairy cows named “Giggles”
and “Killer,” the highlight of the
morning was the annual milking
contest between Lt. Governor Ron
Ramsey, speaker of the Senate, and
last year’s champ, House Speaker
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Beth Harwell. With the weigh-in
complete, Rep. Harwell beat
Ramsey again this year—fair and
square.

“Perhaps Sen. Ramsey would
like to trade his cowboy boots for a
pair of high heels,” Harwell quipped
before the large crowd of onlookers.

“| believe there may have been
some cheating going on,” Ramsey
sniffed, feigning indignation as the
two accepted a donated check from
the Farm and Forest Families of Ten-
nessee to the Second Harvest Food
Bank in the amount of $750.

With 77,300 farms representing
10.8 million acres in production,
Tennessee’s agriculture and forestry
contribute more than $71 billion a
year tothe state’s economy, employ-
ing nearly 364,000 residents.

However, staying ahead of the
game, is of the utmost importance,
according to Tennessee Agriculture
Commissioner Julius Johnson, who

notes that 25 percent of Tennessee’s
total agriculture production is ex-
ported to other countries.

Johnson, in his tour of farms in
Washington County, urged the state
to focus on increasing its agriculture
production over the next several de-
cades to meet growing food de-
mands. Nationwide statistics prove
that by the year 2050, food for an
ever increasing population is des-
tined to become one of the world’s
most pressing issues, as the global
population soars to nine billion
people. “We’ve got to double farm
income in this country and around
the world applying every resource
we can,” Johnson said.

One of the issues at hand is
farmland rapidly disappearing in the
U.S. due to urban development in
highways, industrial parks, and
housing  developments. In
Tennesssee, The American Farm-
See AG DAY on Page 3

Senate committee imposes
moratorium on annexations;
TACIR to study PC1101 bills

Last week, the Senate State
and Local Government Commit-
tee voted to refer all pending bills
relating to PC1101 — annexations,
growth plans, etc. —to the Tennes-
see Advisory Commission on In-
tergovernmental  Relations
(TACIR) for inclusion in the
commission’s comprehensive
study of the efficacy of the current
law.

The committee also adopted
an amendment establishing a
moratorium on annexations by or-
dinance, effective April 1, 2013,
through June 30, 2015.

As the moratorium is effec-
tive April 1, all pending annex-
ations will be frozen in their cur-
rent status. Thus, any annexations
that have not received final ap-
proval of the local governing body
as of April 1 may not take effect.

Annexations by petition — at
request of property owner — are
not subject to the moratorium.

Last summer, Senate Major-
ity Leader Mark Norris, who
chairs TACIR, observed that it has

been 13 years since the growth
plans required under PC1101 took
effect. As such, he said sufficient
time had elapsed in order to make
a fair evaluation of the effective-
ness of the law. Moreover, as the
plans were to govern growth in the
state for a 20-year period, he also
felt there was sufficient time to
carefully consider any changes for
the future. Accordingly, Senator
Norris charged the commission
with conducting a complete and
thorough review of the current
law.

The amendment adopted in
committee requires TACIR to re-
port its findings to the speakers of
the respective houses by January
2015. Presumably if legislation is
proposed and adopted pursuant to
TACIR’s recommendation prior to
June 30, 2015, then the morato-
rium would be lifted in accordance
with the revised law.

TML will continue to keep
you apprised of any additional in-
formation pertaining to this legis-
lation

Franklin enlists experts’ help
to develop floodplain corridor

BY KELLY DANNENFELSER
Franklin Dept. of Planning

Community decisions in
Franklin, over the last two decades,
have directed development outside
of the 100-year floodplain by pro-
hibiting new development and also
restricting uses through overlay zon-
ing districts. But what happens in
commercial areas developed prior to
these decisions? Fifth Avenue North
is the most impacted commercial
corridor and a gateway into down-
town Franklin. Some properties
have been repeatedly impacted by
flooding, most recently by the May
2010 flood that was declared a na-
tional disaster inundating many of
the corridor’s buildings.

City leaders decided to enlist
some outside expertise to study the
area, interview stakeholders, and
provide recommendations for the
future of this corridor. In January
2013, Franklin was selected to re-
ceive assistance from a Community
Planning Assistance Team (CPAT)
through the American Planning
Association’s (APA) professional
institute, the American Institute of
Certified Planners.

The corridor is situated between
two National Register historic cem-
eteries and is adjacent to Hard Bar-
gain, a historic African American
neighborhood. The east side of the
corridor is located in the locally des-
ignated Historic Preservation Over-
lay District and a portion of the area
is located in the Downtown Franklin
National Register Historic District.
Most of the buildings in the flood-
plain along 5th Avenue North are
not considered contributing to the
architectural significance of the Dis-
trict. The city owns the future Bicen-
tennial Park and the two historic
cemeteries.

Significant public investment
into this area has been funded, in-
cluding $17 million for the exten-
sion of 3rd Avenue N and the 5th
Avenue N Streetscape improve-

ments. Construction is underway
and expected completion is mid-
2014. Both street projects will in-
clude bike lanes, curb and gutter,
street lights, sidewalks, under-
ground utilities, landscaping, and ir-
rigation. The first phase of the 16-
acre floodplain-covered Bicenten-
nial Park is proceeding and will in-
clude a Harpeth River overlook, for-
mal parkland, and a vital pedestrian
connection from the neighborhoods
north on Hillsboro Road into the
Downtown. Public investment into
an area is often a catalyst for private
reinvestment and economic devel-
opment.

The Franklin Land Use Plan en-
courages urban redevelopment
along this corridor, with buildings
pushed to the street, limited to two
functional stories and commercial
uses only, all with the assumption of
floodplain modification. However,
the floodplain depth in this area
reaches six to eight feet and makes
modification quite challenging.
Currently, properties could be rede-
veloped according to legally non-
conforming use regulations as long
as that status is maintained (type of
use does not change).

Redevelopment would involve
building the first floor to one foot
above the Base Flood Elevation,
which is a significant height differ-
ential above the grade for the exist-
ing street and sidewalk. This corri-
dor is adjacent to a local and Na-
tional Register Historic District,
with buildings dating back to the
early 1800s. The District has a pe-
destrian scale and the impacts of
raising the first floor elevations are
uncertain regarding the design com-
patibility with historic structures.

City leadership, both adminis-
trative and elected, has changed sig-
nificantly over the last five years and
there exists some conflict between
two schools of thought: (1) to main-
tain floodplain regulations and push
development outside of the flood-
See FLOODPLAIN on Page 8
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NEWS
ACROSS
TENNESSEE

BY TML STAFF REPORTS

BRENTWOOD

Brentwood was ranked 30th and
Germantown,55th, on a list of the
nation’s 100 safest cities by the
website NeighborhoodScout. Like
Brentwood, Germantown has at-
tracted upper-income residents,
with relatively large percentages be-
ing college-educated. Spring Hill
ranked 61st. The website, which
provides real estate resources for
those considering buying a home,
measured crimes per 1,000 residents
in cities with populations of 25,000
or more. Crimes include burglary,
larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft,
homicide, forcible rape, armed rob-
bery and aggravated assault.

CHATTANOOGA

The Chattanooga Convention and
Visitors Bureau opened a temporary
Chattanooga Visitors Center at
Shuttle Park South located at 1398
Market Street, adjacent to the Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo. The new loca-
tion will be open daily from 10 am —
5pmand will have full-time informa-
tion specialistsand brochures for our
area attractions, restaurants, local
services and more. The CVB also
opened a new mobile Visitors Cen-
ter near the Tennessee Aquar-
ium.Visitors have instant access to
the mobile website, www.chattano
ogafun.com, which provides loca-
tion-sensitive content with a GPS
enabled device to locate the nearest
restaurant, attraction or event.

CLARKSVILLE

The Clarksville Police Department
is limiting the number of vehicles in
funeral processions to six. That in-
cludes the hearse. A change in de-
partment policy specifies that any
procession led by a city police of-
ficer will have a clearly marked final
vehicle. Mourners driving behind it
must obey traffic signals and are not
considered part of the procession.In
a statement announcing the policy
change, police said one patrol unit
will be assigned per funeral and the
limit on the number of vehicles is to
ensure public safety.Police Chief Al
Ansley said off-duty officers can be
hired as escorts for longer proces-
sions and there are also private com-
panies that provide escort services
for funerals.

COLUMBIA

The Columbia Housing and Rede-
velopment Corporation will soon
start construction on a fourth and
final home paid for through the
Neighborhood Stabilization Pro-
gram. The program, run by the Ten-
nessee Housing Development
Agency, awarded Columbia a
$500,000 grant in 2009 to demolish
and rebuild homes in areas the city
has designated for redevelopment,
and the last home will be built within
30 days. With the grant, the city has
torn down seven vacant and aban-
doned homes, mostly in the East
Columbia area, and is rebuilding
four in their places. The idea is to
make the homes available for resi-
dents who have never owned a home
before or who have had trouble
keeping a home in the past. Resi-
dents who are interested in buying
the homes must apply through the
redevelopment corporation and can
receive free counseling to learn how
to budget for mortgage and utility
payments and what it takes to own a
home, such as improving their credit
scores and getting a loan.

CROSSVILLLE

Cumberland County’s new Commu-
nity Health Center replaces an out-
dated clinic built in 1966. At 30,000
square feet, the new facility is more
than twice as large as the former
building. The Cumberland County
Health Department provides pri-
mary care, immunizations, child
wellness visits and health screen-
ings, among other services. As a
federally qualified health center, the
clinic provides primary care services
to all patients regardless of ability to
pay. Last year it served nearly
30,000 patients, 72 percent of whom
were uninsured. The health center
was built with federal, state and local
dollars, including a $4.5 million
grant from the U.S. Health Re-
sources and Services Administra-
tion.

FRANKLIN

Between 3,000 and 4,000 residents
have moved to the city since the
2010 federal census, or so city offi-
cials suspect. Now, they want a new
census this summer to confirm anew
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population of more than 66,000
people in order to help improve the
city’s bottom line. Tennessee cities
receive about $101 per person in
state-shared money based on their
population and can conduct special
censuses — at their expense — to
show their populations have in-
creased. Franklin last completed a
special census in 2008 when census
takers showed the city’s population
to be at more than 57,000 people,
though that number was revised up-
wards after the federal census. The
city could see as much as $300,000
to $400,000 in extra money per year,
if the special census confirms larger
population figures. But holding a
census will also mean the city must
spend about $80,000 to pay for the
census cards, census takers and the
other tasks needed to cover the costs
of a special census. The money for
the special census must still be ap-
proved by the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen as part of the city’s new
annual budget. In 2008, Franklin re-
ceived more than $636,000 in state-
shared revenues because of its cen-
sus findings.

HENDERSONVILLE

Man’s best friends will soon have a
space to call their own as plans un-
fold for the city’s first dog park.
Members of the park board voted
unanimously to approve plans for
the park to be built at Memorial
Park. The Hendersonville Lions
Club voted to help raise funds for the
project by selling brick pavers for
the walkway at a cost of $100 each,
that can be purchased by current pet
owners or used to memorialize a lost
pet. Larger pavers will be available
for businesses at a cost of $300 each
and can be engraved with a business
logo. Another option is a bench, in
the $200 to $400 range with a
plaque. Water stations can also be
purchased to include a recognition
plaque. The Lions Club hopes to
raise much of the money required to
get the dog park up and running with
the help of the community.

JOHNSON CITY

An $800,000 federal grant will help
Johnson City implement a strategic
plan to reduce crime, revitalize
neighborhoods and keep kids out of
trouble. The grantis administered by
the Office of Criminal Justice Pro-
gram. The city will join five other
communities in Tennessee to imple-
ment the plan. The program has four
prongs — pre-enforcement, which
focuses on at-risk youths and resi-
dents and businesses in a target area;
neighborhood revitalization, a way
to eliminate trash, graffiti and im-
prove housing and commercial
properties in poor condition; en-
forcement, which impacts juveniles
and adults to control drug and alco-
hol offenses, domestic violence
crimes, prostitution and aggravated
assault; and offender intervention.

KNOXVILLE

The Tennessee Valley Authority an-
nounced thata 10.6-acre site near the
Pellissippi Parkway has been ap-
proved as a primary data center site.
That approval, performed in con-
junction with Deloitte Consulting, is
aimed at luring companies to use the
site for a data center, a collection of
computer servers used to store mas-
sive amounts of digital information.
John Bradley, TVA’s senior vice
president for economic develop-
ment, compared the process to
TVA’s megasite program, which
serves as an industrial seal of ap-
proval for manufacturing sites and
has helped attract blue-chip compa-
nies like Volkswagen.

MEMPHIS

TJX Companies, Inc., is seeking a
five-year tax break to help the retail
apparel and home furnishings com-
pany open a distribution center cre-
ating 40 new jobs and investing $6.9
million. The project will create
$1,302,750 in new tax revenue for
Memphis and Shelby County, ac-
cording to the area’s Economic De-
velopment Growth Engine. TJX
plans to lease 207,024 square feet
before ramping up its Memphis foot-
print to 414,048 square feet, follow-
ing the first 18 months of the lease.
Based in Framingham, Mass., TIX is
an off-price retailer of apparel and
home fashionsinthe U.S. and world-
wide.

MEMPHIS

Although vehicle emissions-testing
will remain confined to Memphis for
the near future, state officials likely
will expand the requirement to in-

clude all of Shelby County within
the next couple of years. However,
there will be no countywide air-qual-
ity fee or tax increase to pay for
inspections, the Shelby County com-
missioners were advised. Appearing
before the commission’s Conserva-
tion Committee, Chief Administra-
tive Officer Harvey Kennedy said
the county has agreed to let the Ten-
nessee Department of Environment
and Conservation take over the
emissions-testing program. The
county declined to assume control of
the program after the Memphis City
Council voted to stop funding it after
this fiscal year ends June 30, saving
the $2.7 million in operating costs.
Initially, TDEC’s takeover means a
contractor will run the program and
charge a fee for the inspections,
Kennedy said. The state will use city
facilities, including the inspection
station, with $3.4 million in federal
grant funds, and hire a contractor to
test vehicles registered in Memphis.

NASHVILLE

The city will soon be featured in
another TV series. The TNT cable
network has ordered eight episodes
of “Nashville Confidential,” a
“docudrama that will go behind the
scenes in the ‘Country Music Capi-
tal of the World.” The show, “center-
ing on some of Nashville’s most
compelling power couples,” is set to
launch early next year. Music City is
currently being featured in ABC’s
“Nashville,” now in its first season.

OAK RIDGE

The city Recreation and Parks Advi-
sory Board held an open house-style
meeting as an opportunity to share
information and solicit feedback on
the development usage polices for
the city’s first dog park. Radio Sys-
tems Corporation has agreed to give
Oak Ridge $100,000 through
Legacy Parks to help build the park.
The Parks Board, its Dog Park
Working Committee, and city staff
have been working together to de-
velop asite planand the ground rules
for park use to ensure that all dogs
and their owners have a fun and safe
area. The meeting provided an op-
portunity to share information with
the community, including back-
ground on the history of the dog park
committee work and previous public
engagement opportunities, the con-
cept drawing for the site, and pro-
posed park rules. The parks board
and staff are also examining ways to
generate interest in a Dog Park User
Group that will help encourage ap-
propriate park usage and care of the
facility.

PARKERS CROSSROADS

A new state veteran’s cemetery will
be located in the Henderson County
town. According to the cemetery
steering committee, the first burial
there is expected in August 2016.
The committee said the new cem-

etery is needed because space is be-
ing rapidly used in veterans cemeter-
ies in Memphis and Nashville. The
total cost of developing the cemetery
will be about $6 million, including
$1 million for the land, which will be
bought with state and donated funds.
The federal government will pay for
development.

PORTLAND

The city, located in Sumner County,
is working toward reopening its
downtown movie theater as part of a
larger project to revitalize its down-

town district. The old Health Clinic
is one of several old buildings about
to see new life, thanksto agrantfrom
the state to help revitalize the city’s
downtown. The 1930’s-era Temple
Theater hasn’t shown a movie since
the 50s. The city has gained owner-
ship and is restoring the theater to its
glory days. "We would really like to
get it going in three to five years,
maybe earlier if we could,” said
Mayor Ken Wilber. As part of the
planning efforts, city officials trav-
eled to Franklin to take a look at the
restored Franklin Theater.

Gallatin Fire Department
safety clowns win state award
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Gallatin Mayor JoAnn Graves and State Fire Marshal Gary West (far
right) with the city’s Fire Safety Clown Troop.

The Gallatin Fire Department
Fire Safety Clown Troop was se-
lected as the Fire Safety Educators of
the Year 2012 for Tennessee. The
Gallatin Troop was selected by a
committee of fire safety educators
from across the state.

The program was conducted at
Clyde Riggs Elementary in Portland
in October 2012. Two days after that
program, a family had a fire at their
house and the daughters used what

they had learned from the program to
get the family out safely, fire offi-
cials were told.

The Fire Safety Clown program
was started in 2008 and conducts
programs for students from pre-kin-
dergarten through fifth grade in all
schools within the city limits of
Gallatin and by request at other
schools in Sumner County and
around the region.

Gallatin’s award winning Fire Safety Clown program was started in
2008 and conducts programs for students from pre-kindergarten
through fifth grade in all schools within the city limits.

)

The days of unlimited funds for fire apparatus purchases are gone. Be budget wise and
consider the SilverFox® for a tremendous value at an affordable price.

No more basic is a fire engine than a tool box with a box of water inside that is capable of
delivering fire fighters to put the wet stuff on the red stuff. Why is your department spending

Your community can purchase a brand new
NFPA-1901 compliant Class A firefighting
engine for $268,575.00

350,000 to 400,000 dollars to purchase an engine?

Contact Travis Moore at M3 Fire Apparatus and find out the rest of the story. 931.766.7665
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Ag Day on the Hill celebrates state’s food initiatives

AG DAY from Page 1

land Trust estimates that farmland is
disappearing at a rate of two acres
per minute, with the amount of
farmland decreased by six percent
from 2002 to 2007 in figures pro-
vided by the University of Tennes-
see Extension Office.

“One of the most important
ways to prevent farmland loss is to
make farming more profitable; it’s
the single most important thing we
can do,” said Tom Womack, direc-
tor of Public Affairs, Tennessee De-
partment of Agriculture.

The state introduced the Ten-
nessee Agricultural Enhancement
Program in 2005 as a cost-sharing
program designed to help farmers
make strategic, long-term invest-
ments to increase farm efficiency
and profitability. “We’ve got a $21

spaces and farmland production can
be animportant part of the attractive-
ness and livability of our communi-
ties. Even in the urban settings there
is more interest in the buy local
movement and people wanting farm
fresh products, so those two things
work together.”

At the University of Tennessee,
research and education combine to
bring farmers 21st century technol-
ogy in farming methods to help in-
crease production. The research
makes it into the hands of farmers
throughout the UT extension sys-
tem, where there’s an office in every
county. The educators there teach
farmers about the latest advances
through group teaching seminars,
technology and web-based informa-
tion as well as publications produced
each year.

House Speaker Beth Harwell and Department of Agriculture Commis-
sioner Julius Johnson celebrate Ag Day on the Hill in the courtyard of
Legislative Plaza.

million program this year, with
farmers putting up 50 to 57 percent
of the cost and state match of around
35t0 50 percent,” Womack said. “If
there’s an economic incentive to
keep farms in production, it’s going
to be our best tool.”

The state also works with coali-
tion groups, such as Tennessee
Farmland Legacy to make farmers
aware of opportunities and ways to
pass farm land on to future genera-
tions.

“Our demographics are chang-
ing, as we get more organized, more
cosmopolitan with our population
here in Tennessee,” notes Womack.
“Sometimes that causes friction be-
tween rural and urban interests, but |
think more and more, communities
are realizing the importance of bal-
ance in their communities, open

“We have a very large diverse
research portfolio, where on behalf
of the industry in Tennessee, we di-
rect research ranging from in-the
field studies, to looking at varieties
of crops that work best to make the
most money for the state, all the way
to genetic research, where we look at
ways to produce stronger plants re-
sistant to pests and diseases,” said
UT Agriculture Chancellor Larry
Arrington.

The ten research and education
centers scattered across the state
also ensures the program’s diversity
in agriculture.

“You can’t do all this research
from one spot,” Arrington explains.
Butwhat we’re doing here today (Ag
Day) is more of aconcern that people
have lost touch with where their food
comes from. We try to remind

people of the importance of remem-
bering and how it contributes to their
national security.”

A worldwide increase in de-
mand for beef, has tremendous po-
tential in the state, as higher beef
yields make the exporting of beef to
other countries more cost efficient
for Tennessee’s smaller, rural
farms— which make up the majority
of farmland in the state.

According to Commissioner
Johnson, a prior UT study empha-
sized the improving beefherdsinthe
state above anything else, along with
marketing more pounds of beef.
“We emphasized genetics pro-
grams, improved bulls and assisted
in the purchase of bulls, so markets
would buy a higher quality animal,
and that has been a big success
story,” he said. The state, along with
Kentucky, currently receive anti-
dotal funds by feed lot producers in
the mid-west.

“The herds are performing
much better, and producing more
pounds of meat,” Johnson said.

As for smaller farms, in Wash-
ington County, the local UT Agri-
culture Master Beef Producer Pro-
gram recently graduated 57 farmers,
most part-time with other jobs, who
dedicated 30 hours for 10 nights to
learn better techniques to ensure a
good market and outlet for cattle
herds in the area. Many are initially
skeptical about investing 30 hours
into the program, UT Extension
Agent Anthony Shelton said.

“We always hear comments
from participants who say they take
away things that they never realized
before,” Shelton said. “They say,
‘now | know how to work cattle
more efficiently” or how to properly
vaccinate. The little things that you
do differently each day will help
improve your herd. The program
also gets people together, conversa-
tions start, and friendships and ideas
are built between farmers.”

The Master Beef program cov-
ers a wide range of topics: manage-
ment and marketing, how to grow
forages for grazing livestock, cattle
reproduction cycles, mineral con-
sumption and other nutritional needs
for certain times of the year, carcass
quality, handling equipment and
cattle, selecting bulls, and vaccina-
tion programs.

As for the dairy industry, the
story’s more challenging, according
to Johnson. The state loses around
four dairies a month, most smaller
operations, due to high costs.

“We have a task force in place
with the Tennessee Dairy Producers
Association trying to find ways of
making a turn around to stop the
slide of dairies in Tennessee while
growing our industry,” Johnson
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Students engage as they learn about food sources at Ag Day on the Hill.

said. “We’re still working on that.”

At one time, before the 1985
federal government farm bill to
regulate erosion went into effect, the
state experienced soil loss at a rate of
15 tons per acre. As one of the lead-
ing states in the nation with conser-
vationtillage, today, Tennessee’s ef-
fortsinthe 70s and 80s to control soil
erosion through no-till farming has
proven to be quite a success, as
Johnson notes, “We used no till to
lower our erosion rates down to five
tons per acre, which is a very mini-
mal amount of soil loss per year. It’s
called T value or tolerance level.
We’re making soil at the same rate as
we’re losing soil.”

According to Farmland Fore-
cast, a blog by agriculture-focused
investment manager Colvin & Co.,
“the loss of farmland to soil erosion
and development is a growing con-
cern across the globe. Nationally,
the decline in farmland is leading to
the U.S. food supply being grown in
smaller areas with a higher concen-
tration, risking drought, floods, in-
sects, crop disease and depleting soil
quality.”

“We’re going to be producing
food on 70 percent of the land that
we actually farm today,” Johnson
said. “We’re going to urbanize
more, and as we eat up more of our
land, there’s going to be less land to
produce food and fiber on. Technol-
ogy has got to replace that loss of
land, so we’ve got to invest in re-
search and development to make
sure we expand our ability to pro-
duce that food.”

In addition to research colleges,
such as UT, the state holds hope in
private industry research and devel-
opment. Tennessee’s Department of
Agriculture was on hand in Mem-
phis recently as the Bayer Corpora-

tion announced a $20 million expan-
sion of a cotton seed facility at the
Agri-Center International. The seed
development research center will fa-
cilitate the expansion of cotton pro-
duction, addressing its abilty to
withstand drought and other charac-
teristics.

At the same time, the Helena
Corporation also announced its ex-
pansion to develop agri-chemicals
that will help address various prob-
lems with crops across the country.

As agricultural exports rise in
Tennessee, the poor condition of
locks in dams along rivers such as
the Mississippi and Chickamaugain
Chattanooga, are serious threats to
the economy, as Johnson notes, 60
percent of U.S. grain exports travel
by barge down the Mississippi
River.

“There’s one plant in Loudon
that imports 40 barges of grain a
month,” he said. “At Chickamauga,
there’s coal going through that lock;
timber products that are key to busi-
nesses in Tennessee and agriculture
in East Tennessee. We need to make
sure that lock stays operable, as well
as those along the Tennessee River
and Mississippi River.”

According to Johnson, U.S.
Sen. Lamar Alexander hopes to
bring the projects closer to fruition
by introducing legislation to address
the funding formula for the repairs.

“That’s our key infrastructure,”
Johnson continues. “These locks
and dams must be repaired and we
must fund these projects the way
they need to be funded.”

Tennessee’s top agricultural
commodities include cattle, soy-
beans, poultry, corn, cotton, green-
house and nursery products, timber,
dairy products, wheat, tobacco and
hay.

Community gardens feeding the needy, cities
gain property control with state garden revisions

VICTORIA SOUTH
TML Communications Coordinator

Carl Wayne Hardeman’s vi-
sion about feeding larger quantizes
of people in need is as fertile as the
deep rich soil at the Collierville
Victory Garden, where last year,
volunteers produced and donated a
whopping 6,000 pounds of veg-
etables for needy families at the
local Food Pantry and Memphis
Food Bank.

Started five yearsago by master
gardners Hardeman, Jimmy
Gafford and Jeff Golladay, the gar-
den sits on one tenth of an acre at
the Collierville Christian Church
and operates 100 percent on dona-
tions.

“We don’t spend much money,
Hardeman said, “a few hundred
dollars a year mostly from volun-
teers, who chip in $100 each. We
plant from seeds and the rich soil
requires little supplemental fertil-
izer. The church provides the wa-
ter.” The lot also produces plants
for the area Habitat for Humanity
landscaping projects in Shelby
County and a large cut flower gar-
den for local hospices and nursing
homes.

The coffee-like soil, made from
decomposed grass clippings and
leaves, yields a bounty of about
1,100 garlic plants in 17 different
varieties that run alongside rows of
onions, radishes, carrots, lettuce,
and sweet peas, followed by pota-
toes, cabbages and red potatoes
mid-spring, and then sweet corn,
tomatoes, and sweet potatoes in the
summer. Collard and turnip greens
and cabbage round out the fall.

With no fresh food at the local
pantry, the group is definitely a
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sight for sore eyes for those in need:
families, the elderly—people unable
to afford fresh vegetables or who
don’t have fresh produce readily
available in their neighborhood
stores.

Yet, like most successful gar-
deners, Hardeman is ready to plant
bigger dreams. He would like a full
acre to grow more food for the indi-
gent as well as demonstrate sustain-
able, low maintenance gardening in
a student-friendly environment. “I
want to teach people in the inner-city
that they can have large productive
gardens for cheap,” he said. “I have
a tenth of an acre now and growing
all this food, if | had an acre some-
where in town, think how many
people we could feed.”

Hardeman’s vision may come
true quicker than he thinks. Withthe
state’s rewrite to the Tennessee
Community Gardening Act in place,
Tennessee’s communities may see a
growth spurt in community gardens
through revisions to HB 0394 spon-
sored by Rep. G.H. Hardaway and
SB 0300, sponsored by Sen. Frank
Niceley. The revisions remove the
Department of Agriculture permit-
ting process for using vacant public
land for gardening and makes other
revisions regarding community gar-
dens.

“The bill affects every county in
the state positively,” said Hardaway
before the House committee. “It pro-
vides guidance to local governments
and creates an authority for local
governments to create healthy eating
and active living in their communi-
ties by encouraging and supporting
community gardens. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture appreciates the
fact that it takes them out of the
equation, in having local folks en-

listed to state government for having
the right to use local public land for
community gardens,” he added.

The bill authorizes local gov-
ernments to convey delinquent tax
sale property to non-profit organiza-
tions deemed qualified to operate
and maintain a community garden.
And any local government may as-
sist in the devleopment of commu-
nity gardens on vacant public land or
on private property by expending
funds and providing use of materials
and equipment. Private land owners
may also make property available to
the local government for community
gardening under designated terms
and conditions.

“There would be subdivison
regulations providing guidlelines, as
each community considers the pro-
cess,” remarked Portland Mayor
Ken Wilber. “It’s a good bill that
encourages healthy activity.”

Portland recently celebrated a
community garden grand opening at
Richland Park, sponsored by the
city’s Parks and Recreation Center.
Parks & Rec employee Heidi Parker
will be the event coordinator. “The
garden is open to everyone, not just
Portland residents,” said Parker.
“The most popular space so far is the
10 x 20.”

Gardeners will pay a refundable
$25 deposit, that they will receive
back for following the rules of gar-
den maintenance and upkeep, basi-
cally in the form of community ser-
vice such as keeping the garden
clean and other activities. The city
decided to wave the 2013 rental fees:
$50 for a full plot and $30 for a half
plot, for residents, and $60 full and
$40 for non-residents.

“It will definitely be a learning
experience, Wilber chuckled.

Carl Wayne Hardeman, a master gardener and one of the founders of
the Collierville Victory Garden loads cabbages on a truck to be
delivered to the local Food Pantry and Memphis Food Bank.

A relatively new gardener,
Parker will have her own vegetable
plot, that will contain produce that
typically runs in the mid-to-upper
cost range at neighborhood grocery
stores: squash, zucchini, green pep-
pers, tomatoes, cilantro, watermel-
ons and onions. She’s also excited
about the upcoming garden- themed
activities, like a salsa party, utilizing
participant’s fresh tomato crops this
summer, along with the overall
health and education benefits the
garden will bring to the community.

“Portland Public Library’s
theme this year is “Dig into Read-
ing.” | hope to make the garden an
educational tool for children by
hosting a Marigold Mother’s Day,”
she said. “We will let the children
come over May 5 and plant mari-
golds for their moms.”

The city plans to implement a
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farmer’s market in a couple of years,
Parker notes, adding she views the
garden as a precursor to that.

Revisions to HB 0394 autho-
rizes the sale of community garden
produce to defray operating and
maintenance costs, with an exemp-
tion from sales tax at farmers mar-
kets, if the funds are reinvested into
the garden project. The legislation
also enlists the Department of Edu-
cation to base programs around
community gardens, pairing seniors
60 or older with K-12 students in a
mentoring aspect. “It facilitates the
experience and background of our
grandparents by putting them in the
situation where they can actually
mentor some of the children, who
otherwise may not have that oppor-
tunity,” Hardaway told the commit-
tee. “It’s what I consider one of the
major points of the bill.”
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Debbie Miller,
former Tennes-
see Department
of Children Ser-
vices (DCS) ex-
ecutive director
of family and
child well-be- L i Y
ing, will return Miller
tothe agency to now work inthe area
of independent living. Prior to work-
ing for DCS, Miller came to the
agency with three decades of work in
public policy and children’s welfare.

Jackson City
Councilman
Ernest Brooks 11
was recently re-
appointed to a
third term to serve
on the National Brooks
League of Cities, Council for Youth,
Education and Families. The council
oversees and supports the work of
the NLC’s Institute for Youth, Edu-
cation and Families, a national re-
source to cities and towns across
America.

Mt. Juliet’s David Hayes is selected
to serve on the federal Taxpayer Ad-
vocacy Panel, an advisory commit-
tee that provides views on key initia-

"Swing for the Trees" has

Officials from the
Tennessee Wildlife Re-
sources Agency, the Nash-
ville Sounds, Metro Parks
staff, and Friends of Edwin
Warner Park, along with
other volunteers, gathered
at the park to plant trees as
part of the “Swing for the
Trees” program.

“Swing for the Trees”
is a tree planting program
to promote the importance
of trees to Tennessee. The
TWRA participated in the
program beginning last
season. During the Sounds
home games, where there
was at least one broken bat,
resulted in the opportunity
for obtaining trees to be
planted this spring. A total
of 114 bats were broken by
the Sounds in 2012.

Native trees including
sugar maple, sycamore,
northern red oak and red
were planted along
Vaughn Road between the
Edwin Warner Park Head-
quarters and near the Little
Harpeth River. The tree

plantings will replace some of the
trees used to make baseball bats and
help to restore the riparian or stream
bank habitats. In addition to wood
products, trees provide shade, wild-
life habitat, cool streams, fresh oxy-
gen, erosion and flood control, and
are a key part of contributing to
Tennessee’s year-round beauty.
TWRA, along with the Sounds,
and the Tennessee Department of
Agriculture-Division of Forestry are
partners for the 2013 “Swing for the
Trees” program. The Sounds play a
72-game home schedule and start
the new campaign with an eight-
game homestand beginning April 4.
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tives and taxpayer
suggestions to im-
prove IRS cus-
tomer service and
policies. Hayes, 66,
is an established
certified financial
planner who has of-
ten dealt with the  Hayes

Internal Revenue Service. Hayes
was selected to become one of 26
new members to serve a three-year
term out of nearly 400 people from
across the country who applied dur-
ing an open recruitment period. Se-
lected by the Treasury Department,
the full panel has 77 members.

LaVergne hired
Bruce Richardson
as the city adminis-
trator.  Richardson
was named interim
city administrator in
2012, and also previ-
ously served as city
recorder and assis-
tant city administrator. He has been
working for the city since June,
1993. Richardson was recently
awarded the Certified Municipal Fi-
nance Officers certificate in Nash-
ville. He is a member of the Interna-
tional Institute of Municipal Clerks
(IIMC) and the Tennessee Associa-
tion of Municipal Clerks and Re-
corders (TAMCAR).

Richardson

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency and Nashville Sounds were among
those planting trees in Edwin Warner Park as part of the “Swing for the Trees”
program. From left; Don King (TWRA Information and Education Division
Chief), Pandy English (Instream Flow Coordinator, TWRA Environmental
Services), Doug Scopel (Sounds Assistant General Manager), Brad Tammen
(Sounds Vice President/General Manager) Steve Patrick (TWRA Assistant
Director), and Ozzie (Sounds mascot).
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U.S. Rep. Marsha
Blackburn will be
honored in New
York’s Central Park
this month as one of
10 female difference
makers. The Brent-
wood Republican
will be honored
April 14 as one of “10 high-powered
women who are making a difference
in the world.” The acknowledgment
comes as part of More Magazine/
Fitness Magazine Women’s Half-
Marathon’s 10th anniversary cel-
ebration. Blackburn, recently pro-
moted to vice chair of the Energy
and Commerce Committee, joins a
select group of honorees including
Anna Maria Chavez, CEO of Girl
Scouts of the USA, and Elisabeth
Hasselbeck, the Emmy-winning co-
host of “The View.”

Blackbrn

Mt. Juliet’s David Hayes is selected

Harry Conway, Tullahoma crimi-
nal investigator, has been appointed
to the Tennessee Joint Task Force on
Children’s Justice and Child Sexual
Abuse (JTF). Conway has nearly 24
years of law enforcement experi-
ence. The JTF brings recommenda-
tions to the Tennessee Commission
on Children and Youth (TCCY) and
advises state legislators.
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TWRA, along with the Sounds, and the Tennessee Department of
Agriculture-Division of Forestry are partners for the 2013 “Swing for

the Trees” program.

High unemployment, skills
gap, demand for services key
concerns among city officials

A national survey of city offi-
cials shows that despite improve-
ment in many economic health indi-
cators, cities around the country re-
port their economies have not yet
rebounded due in large part to slow
income and job growth. The basic
needs of cities' most vulnerable
populations are growing, local em-
ployer requirements outpace
workforce skills, and high unem-
ployment rates continue to plague
cities, according to a new National
League of Cities (NLC) report.

"While today's report shows
some signs of progress, it reminds
local leaders across the country that
we must continue to drive economic
development and job growth in our
communities every day," said NLC
President Marie Lopez Rogers,
Mayor, Avondale, AZ. "We cannot
have a full economic recovery if our
most vulnerable residents are being
left behind; accelerating this turn-
around requires strong, common
sense leadership in Washington who
understand that the health of our
national economy is directly linked
to strong economies in cities and
who are willing to support smart
investments in cities."”

The 2013 survey of cities’ chief
elected officials signals a sluggish
overall economic recovery in cities
and towns across the United States,
despite a broader national recovery.

While just over half (52 percent)
of respondents reported improve-
ment in unemployment, two-thirds
of city officials said that persistently
high unemployment rates continue
to cause economic instability in their
communities. Further, the changing
nature of the economy has under-
scored the need for local workforces
with skills appropriately matched
with local employer demand, but
data from cities reflects that a skills
gap is actually becoming more
prevalent.

More than one in two city offi-
cials (53 percent) report that current
local workforce skills are posing a
problem for the economic health of
their community. An overwhelming
number of city officials (88 percent)
also reported that workforce align-
ment has not improved over the past
year. Education plays a factor too;
more than eight in 10 (82 percent) of
officials responded that the percent-
age of their population with a post-
secondary degree has not increased.

"The report shows the weight
that these barriers have on local eco-
nomic growth," Christy McFarland,
the report's author and Interim Di-
rector of NLC's Center for Research
and Innovation said. "Workforce de-
velopment and job creation are inte-
gral to the economic health of our
communities, and without federal
investment in these areas, we will
probably continue to see high unem-
ployment, severely hampering cit-
ies' economic recoveries."

A majority (56 percent) of city
officials also report that the demand
for basic survival services including
food, heat, and clothing is a wide-
spread problem in their community,
and one in four responded that the
condition has actually worsened in
the past year.

While the report shows im-
provement in key indicators of local
property tax base, including housing
starts, building permits, and residen-
tial property values-it also revealed
that a weakened real estate market
continues to weigh on city's eco-
nomic health.

Over half of city officials re-
ported that commercial and residen-
tial property vacancies and values
are still a problem for their commu-
nities. This may have continued im-
plications for cities as most receive
the vast majority of their revenues
from property tax collections.

The survey also revealed the in-
creasing confidence of local offi-
cials through anticipated spending
and investment activities. More than
one in two city officials anticipate
increasing investment in 2013 in
new infrastructure and capital
projects. While these numbers are
optimistic, officials remain cautious
about proposals to change the tools
needed to finance these projects. If
the federal government limits the
income tax exemption for interest
earned on municipal bonds-the pri-
mary financing mechanism for local
infrastructure projects-61 percent of
respondents report that they would
limit the number of projects under-
taken; more than half report that they
would also reduce the scope of the
projects undertaken.

"Protecting the tax-exemption
on municipal bonds is just one of the
ways federal lawmakers can support
economic development in cities,"
said NLC First Vice President Chris
Coleman, mayor, St. Paul, MN.

"The report indicates that city
leaders are ready to make infrastruc-
ture investments, but we must have
the confidence from Washington
lawmakers that we will be able to
secure funding for these much
needed projects that drive job cre-
ation and improve the quality of life
for our citizens."

"This report clearly reinforces
the urgency for the federal govern-
ment to accelerate the nation's
growth through smart investments
and strategic cuts that will help build
healthy local economies,” said
Clarence Anthony, NLC's executive
director. He continued, "Local lead-
ers continue to press for investments
in workforce education to train
workers to compete in the next gen-
eration of jobs, and in infrastructure
investments that put people back to
work while improving the ability of
business to move products around
the country.

The full report can be found at
www.NLC.org.

The National League of Cities is
dedicated to helping city leaders
build better communities. NLC is a
resource and advocate for 19,000
cities, towns and villages, represent-
ing more than 218 million Ameri-
cans.

Through its Center for Research
and Innovation, NLC develops, con-
ducts, and reports research on issues
affecting cities and towns. The Cen-
ter assists cities and their leaders to
implement innovative practices by
providing qualified information and
technical assistance.
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State losing war on Meth

Meth users have beaten new restric-
tions on how much pseudoephedrine
—amain ingredient in methamphet-
amine, they’re allowed to buy, de-
spite a computer system designed to
stop bulk sales. A bill in the legisla-
ture that would have made pseu-
doephedrine a prescription-only
drug was killed yet again for another
year. And funding to clean up meth
labs across the state is set to run out
atthe end of this year. Not only is the
meth problem growing, it’s also
spreading. According to local law
enforcement, figures show that, ac-
cording to the first three months of
this year, Tennessee is No. 1 in the
nation for meth use. A new com-
puter system, called NPLEX, was put
into place last year failed to make a
dent in 2012. A state audit released
in January concluded, “Metham-
phetamine lab incidents since the
implementation of NPLEX in Janu-
ary 2012 have not decreased sub-
stantially and remain at high levels.
Meth cleanup funding — about
$750,000 in state money — is set to
run out at the end of this year.

State makes more than $73 million
unemployment overpayments
Tennessee made more than $73 mil-
lion in unemployment overpay-
ments because of fraud and errors
over the past six years, according to
state auditors. The state
comptroller’s review of various
agencies’ compliance with federal
requirements also found that people
legitimately entitled to benefits
didn’t get them on a timely basis
because of backlogs in the Depart-
ment of Labor and Workforce De-
velopment. The problems threaten
the integrity of the program, the
comptroller’s office said in its re-
port. Auditors found poor systems
for detecting fraud, backlogs in
claims handling, and “automated
approval of claims” without verify-
ing that employees qualified.

Lawmakers push for clawback
provisions

Lawmakers in the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly are pushing to in-
clude clawback provisions when
providing state incentives. The pro-
visions would cut off incentive
money when companies don’t de-
liver on the new jobs the incentives
were to create. The clawback bill is
sponsored in the Senate by State
Sen. Lowe Finney, Jackson, who
pointed to Hemlock
Semiconductor’s $1.2 billion plant

in Clarksville as a prime example of
why clawbacks are necessary. Ten-
nessee agreed to give tens of mil-
lions for the solar company’s con-
struction in Clarksville. Hundreds of
jobs were supposed to follow, but
then demand tanked. Now, the bil-
lion-dollar facility sits unfinished
and idle, and the jobs are nowhere in
sight. A clawback provision would
let the state cut its losses in such
cases.

Personal income on the rise
Personal income growth in Tennes-
see grew 3.9 percent in 2012 — the
fastest rate in the Southeast and the
10th best growth rate in the U.S.
Nationwide, average state personal
income growth slowed to 3.5 percent
in 2012 from 5.2 percent in 2011,
according to estimates released to-
day by the U.S. Bureau of Economic
Analysis. Inflation, as measured by
the national price index for personal
consumption expenditures, fell to
1.8 percentin 2012 from 2.4 percent
in 2011. Overall, however,
Tennessee’s per capita income
trails the national average.
Tennessee’s per capita income is
$37,678, which ranks 34th in the
country. Nationally, the per capita
income is $42,693.

State parks kick off campground
reservation system

Tennessee State Parks unveiled its
new customer-friendly campground
reservation system, offering visitors
the ability to reserve campsites at 35
state parks up to one year in advance
of their planned stay. Reservations
can be made online, by visiting the
park’s office, or by calling an indi-
vidual park during regular business
hours. “Traditionally, campers
have had to rely on obtaining their
favorite camping spot on a first
come, first served basis,” said Ten-
nessee Department of Environment
and Conservation Commissioner
Bob Martineau. “With the new res-
ervation service, visitors will be of-
fered more ease and convenience
whenitcomestotheir park stay.” To
check availability and reserve camp-
sites online or via phone, visit
www.tnstateparks.com/reserva-
tions for a complete list of available
campgrounds and phone numbers or
visit the online site directly at https:/
/tnstateparks.itinio.com/. Campers
can select the state park they wish to
visit, arrival/departure dates, and
their preferred campsite. Visitors
may reserve up to five sites per reser-
vation. The online system features a
campground map, offering photos
and prices for each individual camp-
site.
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Law to exempt newer cars from
emissions testing moves to Senate
Cars newer than three years old
could soon be exempt from required
emissions tests. It’s an idea state
lawmakers are pushing forward, but
they’re wary of potential complica-
tions. Proponents call emissions
testing on new cars unnecessary,
saying they fail such tests less than
one percent of the time. But TN
Senator Jack Johnson explains that
the exemption would force Tennes-
see to amp up environmental regula-
tion elsewhere. “If we take out these
newer cars, even though | would
submit that they’re not contributing
pollutants to the atmosphere, we will
still lose a certain number of credits
according to the convoluted formula
from the EPA.” Johnson says to off-
set the proposed exemption, facto-
ries in Tennessee might face an
added regulatory burden. Failing to
meet EPA requirements could also
put some federal dollars the state
receives at risk.

TN named third freest state
According to its annual Freedom in
the 50 States study, the Mercatus
Center at has named Tennessee the
third freest state in the U.S. The
center says the study determines if a
state’s “policies promote freedom in
the fiscal, regulatory and personal
realms.” The study cites
Tennessee’s low tax rates, low gov-
ernment debt ratio and the fact that
the state’s government employment
is relatively small as factors in the
selection.According to the Mercatus
Center, the freest state in the union is
North Dakota.

GA/Tenn land dispute may reach
Supreme Court

Tennessee’s leaders aren’t reacting
well to Georgia’s latest attempt to
tap into the Tennessee River. Geor-
gia officials argue the state line was
misplaced in 1818. In a recent vote,
Georgia senators approved House
Resolution No. 4 with one key
change: If Tennessee declines to
settle, the dispute will be handed
over to the attorney general, who
will take the state before the Su-
preme