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Traffic camera use under review

Nashville opens state’s first  green street

Mayor Karl Dean (center) cuts the green ribbon on Deaderick Street
alongside (left to right) Jim Snyder with Metro Public Works, Kathleen
O’Brien with TPAC, Kim Hawkins with Hawkins Partners, District 6
Councilman Mike Jameson, and TDOT Commissioner Gerald Nicely.

BY VICTORIA SOUTH
TML Communications Coordinator

Lt. David Roddy testifies before the House Transportation Committee
flanked by John Van Winkle, Chattanooga traffic engineer (left), and
Police Chief Freeman Cooper.
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More cuts expected due
to sluggish revenues

BY CAROLE GRAVES
TML Communications Director

Revenues collections have
gone from bad to worse with some
of Tennessee’s top budget experts
predicting that it will be years be-
fore the state digs its way back to
current operation levels.

“After we complete this bud-
get year, state government is going
to be smaller and look very differ-
ent than it does today,” said Jim
White, executive director of the
legislature’s Fiscal Review Com-
mittee.

White, along with Finance
Commissioner Dave Goetz and
David Thurman with the Office of
Legislative Budget Analysis,
briefed lawmakers on the state’s
dire financial situation in a special
meeting held earlier this month
called by House Speaker Kent
Williams.

Even with conservative rev-
enue projections adopted for the
current 2009-10 fiscal year budget
(less than 1 percent growth), col-
lections continue to under perform
with the first two months already

reporting $70 million below esti-
mates. Goetz told lawmakers that
if the trend continues, it would
mean $350 million in additional
cuts. That’s on top of the $753
million already cut from the bud-
get last spring. “We must con-
tinue to closely monitor state ex-
penditures, in order to keep the
budget in balance," said Goetz.

Beginning in November
2008, sales tax collections experi-
enced double-digit declines.
Faced with a $1.2 billion shortfall
for FY 09-10, the legislature cut
$753 in recurring expenditures
from the budget; used funds from
the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act to spread some of
the reductions over a three-year
period; and took about $200 mil-
lion from the rainy day fund. In-
cluded in the cuts were 1,372 em-
ployee positions to be eliminated
over the next two years and each
agency was required to save some
$157 million.

“These are numbers that state
agencies will have to make hap-
pen and not just normal over ap-
See CUTS on Page 6

According to a new report re-
leased by the Tennessee Advisory
Commission on Intergovernmental
Relations (TACIR), Tennessee
needs at least $34.2 billion of public
infrastructure improvements to be in
some stage of development during
the five-year period of 2007-2012.

While this report was being pro-
duced, the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 created a
number of stimulus funding pro-
grams for public infrastructure. Esti-
mates from the Office of the Tennes-
see Recovery Act Management put
Tennessee’s share of funds for infra-
structure at around $686 million.
These programs were a response to
continued concerns about funding
infrastructure needs and are in-
tended to help preserve and create
jobs and promote economic recov-
ery. Infrastructure investment offers
big returns.

Mark Zandi, chief economist
for Moody’s Economy.com, esti-
mated in a January 2009 report that
a dollar spent on public infrastruc-
ture boosts gross domestic product
(GDP) $1.59.

Tennessee was uniquely poised
to identify ‘shovel ready’ projects.
TACIR’s public infrastructure
needs inventory was used by local
officials to help identify projects
that might qualify for stimulus funds
and to show lawmakers what the
need is in Tennessee. Sen. Mark
Norris, TACIR’s chairman, had this
to say about stimulus funding:  “As
great as the influx of stimulus dollars
is, when you look at the total need, it
is still only a fraction of what the
state needs.”

The current report, which is

based on information provided by
state and local officials, shows an
increase in needs of $20.5 billion
since the 1999 report was published
and an increase of about $5.9 billion
(20.7 percent) from the September
2007 report. These needs fall into six
general categories:

• Transportation and Utilities:
$17.7 billion

• Education: $6.8 billion
• Health, Safety, and Welfare: $6.8

billion
• Recreation and Culture:  $1.8

billion
• Economic Development: $617

million
• General Government:  $563 mil-

lion
Dr. Harry Green, TACIR’s ex-

ecutive director, notes that “TACIR
now has the most comprehensive
inventory of infrastructure needs in
the project’s 11-year history.”

The largest increase is in the
Transportation and Utilities cat-
egory, which remains the single
largest overall.This category in-
creased from $14.6 billion to $17.7
billion. Transportation needs alone
represent $17.1 billion (50 percent)
of the total infrastructure needs. Part
of this increase results from includ-
ing nearly $660 million in bridge
improvements that were not cap-
tured in previous inventories. Most
of the rest of the increase from the
previous inventory was in non K-12
education, needs at the state’s col-
leges and universities, with an in-
crease of $963 million; law enforce-
ment, an increase of $786 million;
and water and wastewater, an in-
crease of $656 million.

State’s public infrastructure
needs top $34.2 billion

See TACIR on Page 4

BY CAROLE GRAVES

Municipalities currently utiliz-
ing traffic cameras were asked to
testify before the House Transporta-
tion Committee to determine
whether or not state laws should be
revised to put more restrictions on
photo enforcement.

“I foresee that a bill is coming
next legislative session, asking us to
regulate it all across the state,” said
Rep. Ben West.

Chattanooga, Knoxville, and
Gallatin Police Departments all pro-
vided testimony on how the auto-
mated technology has proven to be
an effective tool in reducing acci-
dents, injuries, and fatal intersection
crashes.

“It saves lives,” said John Van
Winkle, Chattanooga traffic engi-
neer.

Van Winkle testified that the
core purpose of the program is to
modify bad driver behavior through
stricter enforcement.

 Chattanooga is the first city to
use cameras for speed enforcement.
In June 2007, more than 1,875 cita-
tions were issued on a dangerous
one-mile stretch, known as the
Hixson Pike “S” curves, where  in
2002 there were four fatalities in one
of the curves. By June 2009, cita-
tions had dropped to 565. The aver-
age speed of vehicles had also gone
down by an average of 6 mph.

“Our goal is that we get to a
point where we are issuing zero cita-
tions and zero fines because we did
our job and enforced the law,” said
Chattanooga Police Chief Freeman
Cooper.

The cameras also led to the ar-
rest of a driver involved in drag
racing along those curves that
caused a fatal accident.

Rep. Vince Dean, vice chair-
man of the Transportation Commit-
tee and a retired Chattanooga po-
liceman, was on duty when a driver
was clocked speeding 103 mph
throughout the S Curves. He com-

mended the city for installing the
automotive cameras.

“Police officers can’t be there
round the clock,” said Dean. “I’m
glad we have the technology to be
there 24 hours a day.”

Van Winkle assured the legisla-
tors that the use of traffic cameras
was not about “a money grab” to
balance the city’s budget. “That is
not our intent,” he said. “We are in it
to change driver behavior.”

Van Winkle said that enforce-
ment locations are established by
using accident records, citizen in-
put, and speed studies to verify
speeding problems. Revenues from
the program go to administrative
cost and into safety efforts.

 Knoxville has used traffic light
cameras for four years at 15 of the
city’s busiest intersections. During
that time, accidents have continued
to decline and drivers are running
red lights at a lower rate, said Police
Capt. Gordon Catlett, who oversees
Knoxville’s red light camera sys-
tem.

Since 2006, Catlett said that

Knoxville’s red light camera system
has brought in more than $2 million in
fines to the city’s general fund.
See CAMERAS on Page 6

Solar powered parking
meters are just one of the
sustainable features of the
new Deaderick Street in
downtown Nashville.

Funding Board approves
municipal financing reforms

The Tennessee State Funding
Board has approved a sweeping set
of changes implementing enhanced
requirements to the guidelines that
govern cities and counties that pro-
pose to enter into interest rate swaps
and other exotic financial transac-
tions.

The revised guidelines are
aimed at eliminating potential con-
flicts of interest by prohibiting indi-
viduals or companies from repre-
senting more than one side in deriva-
tive transactions. These revisions re-
quire greater transparency in the way
information is reported and commu-
nicated about the transactions and
require comprehensive disclosure of
fees paid.

Cities and counties will have to
demonstrate that they employ people
with sufficient expertise to under-
stand these complex transactions,
including a chief financial officer
and an accountant. Cities and coun-
ties must also meet minimum out-

standing debt requirements and have
an audit committee and a capital
improvement plan.

Communities that do not meet
all the requirements laid out in the
guidelines have the option of ap-
pearing before state Comptroller
Justin P. Wilson or his staff to ex-
plain that they fully understand all
the risks involved and can comply
with their debt and derivative man-
agement policy and the ongoing risk
monitoring and reporting require-
ments.

“The goal here is not to prohibit
cities and counties from entering
into swaps, forward purchase agree-
ments or similar transactions,”
Comptroller Wilson said. “Our goal
is to make sure officials in these
cities and counties really understand
what they’re doing. And the taxpay-
ers who live in these cities and coun-
ties should know what risks are be-
ing undertaken and what fees are

Some pathways are destined for
greatness and Nashville’s
Deaderick Street, a former down-
town alley and bus stop, has reached
that notoriety by becoming the
state’s first green street. In the
shadow of Legislative Plaza, Nash-
ville Mayor Karl Dean and other
metro officials celebrated the $5
million transformation with a mu-
sic-filled ribbon cutting.

“A year ago, we opened Music
City Central, our  new downtown
transit station, just a block from
here. It was a big step forward for
mass transit in our city, but the move
also gave us an opportunity to trans-
form Deaderick Street from an out-
dated transit mall to a pedestrian
friendly boulevard that connects our
public square with Legislative
Plaza,” announced Dean. “I’m ex-
tremely pleased to say that
Deaderick Street is the first certified
green street in the state of Tennes-
see.”

Designed by Kim Hawkins of
Hawkins Partners and administered
by the Nashville Public Works De-
partment, construction on the
streetscape improvement project
began October 2008 with the re-
moval of outdated MTA bus shelters
and rows of distressed and dying
trees.

The new Deaderick Street fea-
tures colorful hanging flower bas-
kets, a tree-lined landscaped me-
dian, new LED street and pedestrian
lights that can be programmed to
change colors, solar powered park-
ing meters, recycle bins and other
sustainable features. Pervious con-
crete sidewalks, new green spaces,
along with planting beds, and an
irrigation system and bioswales, or
rain gardens capture, filter and infil-
trate rainwater along the street. One
hundred and two new shade trees,
perennials and other plants have
been added to reduce ground tem-
peratures.

“Each feature will divert about
1.2 million gallons of storm water
from the Cumberland River each

year,” Dean said.
Information kiosks at various

points along the way fully describe
the sustainable aspects of the project
as well as the history and evolution
of Deaderick Street beginning when
the property was first donated to the
city by George Deaderick, a contem-
porary of Andrew Jackson.

According to an article by Lara
Prickett, published by the Associa-
tion of American Planners (AICP)
“Green Streets and Parking Lots:
Coming Soon to Cities Near You,”
green street projects in the Pacific
Northwest have demonstrated how
landscaped-based stormwater treat-
ments designed to improve
streetscape aesthetics and neighbor-
hood livability, actually contributes
to traffic calming and allows for al-
ternative transportation options.
Enhancing pedestrian environment
and deepening residents’ sense of
connection with the natural environ-
ment, the improvements also boost
property values.

Dean reinforced this concept by
noting that Deaderick’s facelift is
only phase I of the project. The long
term redevelopment plan includes
improved building store fronts and

more commercial retail activity.
“Before I stop being mayor, I

want to sit at an outdoor café on
Deaderick Street,” Dean said.See FUNDING on Page 6

Chattanooga uses cameras for
speed enforcement on a danger-
ous one-mile stretch.
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ATHENS
Athens opened its first environmen-
tally-friendly parking lot during a
ribbon-cutting ceremony. The new
lot is located next to the Athens-
McMinn Family YMCA building
and looks more like a park than a
parking lot. Cars entering the lot will
drive on Geoblock, a network of
high-grade plastic grates with grass
sewn in between the openings, and
park in spaces made of porous con-
crete. A rain garden sits in the
middle of the lot. The purpose be-
hind the design is to prevent ground-
water runoff associated with asphalt
that can lead to erosion and damage
to the local watershed. The
$163,000 project was done in part-
nership with the YMCA, which con-
tributed $80,000. The remainder of
the funds came from grants provided
by the Tennessee Department of En-
vironment and Conservation, the
Tennessee Valley Authority and the
Tennessee Stormwater Association;
and $45,000 in additional costs and
man-hours from the city.

CHATTANOOGA
The Chattanooga Parks and Recre-
ation Department has won three of
the Tennessee Recreation and Parks
Association’s highest honors at this
year’s state convention held recently
in Kingsport. The city received the
state’s “4-Star Award for Best New
Park and Recreation Facility” for the
Summit of Softball Complex and the
“4-Star Award for Best Recreation
Program in the State” for the city’s
Outdoor Chattanooga Program.

CLARKSVILLE
CNNMoney.com recently ranked
Clarksville as the fourth best place to
launch a business among all
midsized cities in America.
Clarksville was the only Tennessee
city to appear on CNNMoney.com’s
list of 50 best places for businesses.
The list measures various small
business indicators and is produced
by CNN’s Fortune Small Business
magazine. Clarksville also made
CNN’s top 25 list of U.S. cities with
the fastest local GDP (gross domes-
tic product) for the five-year “boom”
period from 2001 to 2006. GDP is a
measure of economic health based
on the total expenditure for final
goods and services produced.

COLLIERVILLE
A free Web-based service —
Nixle.com allows police to target
citizens, business owners, the media
and other subscribers with crime and
traffic alerts and information with
text messages to cell phones and the
Internet. The city is among the first
police departments in Tennessee
and the Mid-South to use the service.
Police can send alerts geographi-
cally, to particular neighborhoods,
or to all of those subscribing to the
service. Subscribers will be able to
find more details about alerts, rang-
ing from crimes to traffic problems
and other police information. Unlike
other social networking sites on the
Web where messages can be gener-
ated by anyone, Nixle is secure and
ensures that police agencies are
sending the messages

COVINGTON
Unilever announced it will expand

its Slim-Fast plant in Covington to
include Breyers ice cream,
Klondike, and other frozen prod-
ucts. The $100 million expansion
will add 275 jobs. The plant cur-
rently employs 163 people.

DANDRIDGE
State and local officials and mem-
bers of the business community in
Jefferson County held a ribbon cut-
ting to mark the opening of a 95,000-
square-foot, $6 to $8 million furni-
ture manufacturing plant, BJS North
America East on Industrial Park
Road. The plant will produce tables,
headboards, chests, daybeds and
other furniture items.

ELIZABETHTON
The Tennessee Wildlife Resources
Agency is in the final steps of pur-
chasing 24.9-acres of land from the
city for a new fish hatchery, but it
could be as long as five more years
before the $16.8 million project be-
comes a reality. The agreed-upon
price for the property in the Chero-
kee Industrial Park is $198,000. “I
am afraid the economy will have an
impact,” said John Gregory, man-
ager of TWRA Region IV. He said
the agency is seeking funding from
federal and non profit organizations
in addition to state revenue and may
end up building the hatchery in
phases. That could mean building
the trout hatchery first and then add-
ing the other features later.

for its water/wastewa-

(APA) announced that the Down-
town Franklin Historic District has
been designated one of 10 Great
Neighborhoods for 2009 by APA’s
Great Places in America program.
APA Great Places exemplify excep-
tional character and highlight the
role planners and planning play in
creating communities of lasting
value. Franklin is the first city in
Tennessee to be selected for a Great
Places in America designation.  The
APA singled out the Downtown
Franklin Historic District not only
because of the neighborhood’s out-
standing historic character and ar-
chitecture, but for the planning and
meaningful protection measures the
city has adopted to ensure Franklin’s
unique sense of place is not compro-
mised by future growth and develop-
ment. Through Great Places in
America, APA recognizes unique
and authentic characteristics found
in three essential components of all
communities — streets, neighbor-
hoods, and public spaces.

FRANKLIN
Recently, the city installed “Enter-
ing the Battlefield of Franklin”
signage.  The new signage will iden-
tify the boundaries for the historic
Battle of Franklin.  Thousands of
tourists travel to Franklin every year
to visit the Carter House, Carnton
Mansion, and other sites related to
the Battle of Franklin.  The new
signs will give visitors a better indi-
cation of the boundaries of the entire
battlefield area, including troop
staging areas, battery positions, rear
field hospitals, and combat areas.
Installed by the city’s Streets De-
partment, the signs were made pos-
sible by donations from private citi-

Receiving  the “4-Star Award for” Best Recreation Program in the
State” for the city’s Outdoor Chattanooga Program are:Larry Zehnder,
Phillip Pugliese, Phillip Grymes, Tiffany Herron, Ruthie Thompson,
Marcus Hulsey and Minya James.

M e m p h i s
elected A C
Wharton re-
cently  as their
new mayor.
Wharton, 65,
who grew up
in Lebanon, is
c u r r e n t l y
mayor of

A.C. Wharton

Shelby County, but expects to resign
as county mayor when he is sworn in
on Oct. 26.  Wharton also has served
as Shelby County’s public defender
as well as a past chairman of the
Tennessee Higher Education Com-
mission.

Betsy Rogers Hawkins of Gallatin
has been appointed by Gov. Phil
Bredesen to serve on the board of
directors of the Regional Transpor-

tation Authority. Hawkins will serve
a five-year term on the Board, which
comprises city and county mayors
and community leaders in a nine-
county area in the greater Nashville
region. Hawkins is a graduate of
Centre College in Danville, Ky.,
where she earned a degree in English
and secondary education.

Sarah Lingo has been named direc-
tor of the Office of Communications
for the Tenn. Department of Mental
Health and Developmental Disabili-
ties in Gov. Bredesen’s administra-
tion. As communications director,
she will oversee the daily operation
of the support staff responsible for
publication development and pro-
duction, answering public informa-
tion requests and managing the
department’s Web site. She also will
serve as public information officer
for the department.

the resurfacing category, with work
expected to begin this fall or early
next year.

LEBANON
Permobil, Inc., an international
company that is the world’s leading
manufacturer of custom-made pow-
ered wheelchairs, will build its new
$12 million North American Opera-
tions Center in Lebanon on a 17-acre
site located in Park 840. Permobil’s
new 120,000 square foot building
will be the company’s second largest
and most technically-advanced
manufacturing facility. It will in-
clude more than 80,000 square feet
of manufacturing space and nearly
40,000 square feet of corporate of-
fice space. Construction of the new
building will begin in late October
2009 and is slated for completion in
summer 2010.

MEMPHIS
The National Civil Rights Museum
is moving forward to enhance or
replace parts of the museum that
have remained much the same since
it opened in 1991.  Museum presi-
dent Beverly Robertson said the
overdue changes could take up to
four years to complete at a cost of
$10  to $15 million. We need more
seating in the public galleries, the
auditorium, and some of the history
elements need to encompass tech-
nology,” she said. Design firm pro-
posals to enlarge the museum’s 100-
seat auditorium include building a
mezzanine-level balcony above the
existing auditorium to help accom-
modate large audiences, especially
during King’s birthday and death
anniversaries. Motel rooms in the
old Lorraine Motel, now used
largely for storage, might be opened
for use as classroom-type spaces to
reach out to young audiences.

MEMPHIS
GreenTech Automotive, a Chinese
hybrid car manufacturer that plans to
build a $1 billion plant in Tunica

County, Miss., a half-hour south of
Memphis, unveiled prototypes for
four cars. The company says it will
employ up to 4,500 workers.

MURFREESBORO
Murfreesboro’s Cable Television
Department received several na-
tional awards during the 24th annual
Government Programming Awards
presented by the National Associa-
tion of Telecommunications Offic-
ers and Advisors (NATOA). The
city’s cable television channel, The
City Channel, is located on Comcast
cable channel 3 and AT&T’s U-
Verse channel 99. The winners were
announced during a gala event in
New Orleans. Murfreesboro’s gov-
ernment television station brought
home a second and third place award
for the We Know Education in Ruth-
erford County video highlighting
the local school system produced by
John Padgett and Terri Sterling in
the category for Profile of a City/
County Department and Community
Awareness respectively, and an hon-
orable mention for the program Ad-
ventures in Murphry’s Burrow, a
program produced by Nancy
Phillips and Steve Burris in the cat-
egory for Children/Young Adults.

WAYNESBORO
A $60,211 grant from the Tennessee
Department of Transportation
should help the Waynesboro Beauti-
fication Board revitalize the entire
city, starting with the downtown
square. The grant, along with a
$15,552 match from the city, will
finance revitalization of the down-
town square. The square is heavily
traveled, with Tennessee High-
ways13 and 64 intersecting there.
The Wayne County courthouse is in
the middle of the square. The money
will be used to repave the square and
use a stamp pavement resembling
inlaid brick at the crosswalks along
with the installation of new flower
boxes. Street curbing will also be
repaired and handicapped-acces-
sible ramps added.

State, local and industry officials break  ground for the new  $12 million
Permobil, Inc.Operations Center in Lebanon located in Park 840.

FAYETTEVILLE
Fayetteville Public Utilities was re-
cently featured in the Fall 2009 issue
of Energy Today highlighting how
the utility is keeping communication
channels open with employees and
it’s customers to provide quality ser-
vice to the city and Lincoln County.
The article details the utility’s cus-
tomer assistance programs, cus-
tomer account management, work
plans for each department and its
consumer communication outlets
The city consolidated its electric,
gas, and water utilities in 2002, cre-
ating a unified and more efficient
administration division to oversee
all three. Safety and emergency
cross-training for all personnel al-
lows employees to cover shifts in
any department if the need arises.
The organizations’ web site, Chan-
nel 6 local access cable TV broad-
casts, monthly radio program, news-
paper articles and The Tennessee
Magazine work together to keep
utility customers informed about
rates, billing changes, construction
work plans, conservation and youth
programs. The organization recently
installed remote-read ERT meters

zens.  The signs have a brown back-
ground with white lettering, which is
the universal coloring for signage
indicating historic districts.

GATLINBURG
The Cades Cove Loop Road in the
Great Smoky Mountains National
Park will be closed March 1 through
May 21 for a complete makeover. In
addition to resurfacing the 11-mile
loop, crews will pave the dirt pull-
offs that already are in use but have
eroded. The road will remain single-
lane and one-way, in keeping with
its current specifications. Park offi-
cials hope visitors will take advan-
tage of the road closure by visiting
other scenic destinations such as
Elkmont and Tremont that receive
light use compared to Cades Cove. A
number of road construction
projects will be under way in the
Smokies in 2010 as the park takes
advantage of $65 million it received
in federal stimulus money earlier
this year.

KINGSPORT
The city, in the upcoming 12
months, is planning a $14 million
road improvement blitz with
projects ranging from resurfacing to
reconstruction to completely new
routings. With federal and state ap-
proval awarded, Kingsport is the
first city in Tennessee authorized to
move ahead with letting $2.2 million
in bids under the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act. Due to
mandates for “shovel-ready”
projects, all of this work will fall into

ter system and is mov-
ing into phase II of its
water upgrade plan,
which includes a $4
million investment in
its treatment plant.

FRANKLIN
The American Plan-
ning Association
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HauntHauntHauntHauntHaunted Cities in Ted Cities in Ted Cities in Ted Cities in Ted Cities in Tennesseeennesseeennesseeennesseeennessee
BY VICTORIA SOUTH

TML Communications Coordinator

Southern hospitality extends
well beyond the grave in Tennessee
for those who find tales of the unex-
pected the perfect Halloween treat.
Rich in historic sites and colorful
ancestry, cities across the state have
no shortage of “haunted” buildings,
legends and ghost stories along with
guided tours and activities to ex-
plore them.

“We are completely booked for
the month of October,” confirmed
Tara Danley, tour guide and educa-
tion director at Carnton Plantation in
Franklin, reportedly “the most
haunted building in Tennessee.”

To this day, the blood stained
floors mark the tragedy of the brutal
Battle of Franklin, Nov. 30, 1864,
where nearly 10,000 American sol-
diers were killed, wounded or went
missing. When the five-hours of
fighting ended,  the nearby home of
John and Carrie McGavock became
a makeshift Confederate field hospi-
tal for hundreds of wounded and
dying men. In 1866, the McGavocks
donated two acres surrounding the

home as a final resting place for
1,481 soldiers.

Dressed in period costume,
Danley leads visitors on a candle-
light tour of the house as she re-
counts haunted tales connected to
the mansion. “While I’ve never had
my own ghostly encounter, some of
our visitors and staff have. Many of
the tales I tell were related in inter-
views with Margie Thessin, author
of the book “Ghosts of Franklin”
which is sold in our gift shop,” said
Danley.

tionally broadcast television show
“Paranormal State” taped a feature
at the Thomas House for this
season’s line-up. The title of the epi-
sode is “Room 37,” which had its
national premier on April 13. The
Paranormal Research Society
(PRS), founded by Penn State stu-
dent Ryan Buell in 2001, conducted
a four-night investigation with the
use of High-Tech Thermal, EVP
(Electronic Voice Phenomena),
Electro-Magnetic Field (EMF) De-
tectors and Audio Recorders, all

and refuse to check
out.”

Mt. Olivet Confeder-
ate Cemetery
Walking Tour
Many students and fac-
ulty claim to have seen
the ghostly figure of an
antebellum era woman
resembling Adelecia
Acklen walking the
halls or staring out the
window of Belmont
Mansion at night.
Belmont University,
former home to
Acklen, was built by
her wealthy second
husband, Colonel Jo-
seph Acklen. Ironi-
cally, the Brentwood
woman who has por-
trayed Adelicia for 16
years as part of the
Annual Mount Olivet

Cemetery Illuminated Walking
Tour in Nashville has never encoun-
tered Adelicia personally. Mount
Olivet, established in 1856, serves
as the final resting place for many of
Middle Tennessee’s political and
business leaders, including several
former governors, U.S. Senators,
and U.S. Congressional Representa-
tives.

“I usually go in (the crypt) and
talk to her and I have a feeling we are
welcome,” said Suzanne Burns who
plays the role opposite Wendell
Edison, who portrays Colonel
Acklen.

The walls of the crypt contain 13
family members, according to
Burns, including the remains of
Adelicia and two of her three hus-
bands, along with her six children,
who died tragically of diseases such
as scarlet fever. Adelicia’s favorite
angel sculpture, which once graced
the hall at Belmont, watches over all.

While nothing has ever hap-
pened to Burns at Mt. Olivet, she did
have a strange encounter at a historic
home at Christmas time.

“Wendell and I were scheduled
to perform that evening and came
early before anyone had arrived to
open the house. The place was lit  up
and  gorgeously decorated and
while I was looking up at  the house,
I saw a dark  figure walk across an
upstairs window very slowly. I asked
Wendell “Who’s upstairs? And
Wendell replied “No one.” I said
“Oh, yes there is.”

Bartlett, Singleton Comm. Center
One of the most hair-raising

tales reportedly occurred at Single-
ton Community Center in Bartlett.
The center is on the radar for several
paranormal groups, according to
Bartlett Mayor Keith McDonald.
“We have paranormal groups hang
out there overnight,” said
McDonald. The Memphis Mid
South Ghost Hunters, the oldest
paranormal investigation team in
western Tennessee, have been the
most recent, as through the years
they have tried to unravel the mys-
tery. Several community center em-
ployees have reported strange
sightings, sounds and occurrences to
director Shan Criswell, but none
compare to the apparition that ap-
peared to former Singleton em-
ployee Dana Blackwood as related
by Criswell.

It was an ordinary night in
1985, when Singleton Community
Center office worker Dana
Blackwood found herself working
the late shift alone and getting ready
to lock up for the night. Dana  was
busy at the office desk balancing the
money when she heard a young
girl’s voice at the counter “May I
use your phone? I need to call my
mother.” Blackwood looked up to

see a little girl standing there. She
was dressed similarly to the 1950s.
Her brown hair was pulled into a
pony tail and she wore a blue plaid
dress with a white sweater around
her shoulders and was carrying a
purse. “Sure,” Blackwood said,
swinging around to get the phone
from the desk to place on the
counter. However, when she turned
back around with the phone, the
little girl was no longer there.
Thinking she may have gone into the
hallway, Blackwood stepped
around the counter and opened the
office door. Looking up and down
the hall she called “Little girl!” Her
voice echoed down the empty hall-
way. “Little girl!” she called again.
“Do you still need to use the
phone?” Blackwood then took a
couple of steps, pushed open the
outside door and peered out into the

night. “Little girl. Are you out here?
Do you still need to use the phone?”
There was no response. There was
no sign of life or anyone around.
Blackwood reported that she felt a
tingling sensation as she began to
realize she never saw the little girl
come into the office or heard the
office door, which had a spring on it,
open or close. “The child wasn’t
dressed in today’s clothes and no
one else is here,” she thought. “Oh
my God!” Blackwood murmered, as
she scrambled to get out of there.
Blackwood stopped working at the
center shortly thereafter.

Other strange occurrences in-
cluding voices, lights flipping on
and doors opening and closing by
themselves prompted the staff to
blame it on the ghost they call Mary,
according to Criswell, until an eld-
erly teacher visiting the community
center shed more light on the situa-
tion.

“A teacher that taught in our
school system years ago was in here
one day and said there used to be a
painting of a little girl in the audito-
rium,” recalls Michelle Gwyn, a
clerk at the community center. “The
child, Lisa Jo Caruthers, passed

away one summer while she was on
vacation with her family. She and
her older sister were walking side-
ways along the railings of a bridge,
when the youngest slipped through
the slats and fell into the water and
drowned. Apparently what people
saw and described fits the image of
Lisa Jo.”

According to Gwyn, she was
present when a medium and the Mid-
South Ghost Hunters came to inves-
tigate. “They said they think she was
waiting here for her father to pick her
up, but they were able to convince
her to cross over,” Gwyn said. “I was
totally skeptic, but suddenly, out of
the corner of my eye, I saw a ball of
light shoot down the hallway. I
turned to tell the guy standing next to
me and realized I couldn’t hear my
own voice.” For whatever reason,
Lisa Jo has never been seen again.

house, they heard the sound of a
fiddle playing. They peered into the
parlor window and saw a lone con-
federate soldier sitting at the fire-
place playing a mournful tune. At
the time, the family thought perhaps
he was the caretaker. As they con-
tinued to watch, the soldier stopped
playing, got up and slowly walked
to another room. The family went to
the front door again, peered inside
and knocked, but everything was
dark and locked up for the night. No
other cars were in the driveway,
including the director’s, who had
gone home. I can vouch that
Carnton did not have a caretaker.”

“The Fiddler in the Parlor” is
now part of Danley’s story line up
during Carnton’s candlight tours.

Red Boiling Springs
The Thomas House Bed &

Breakfast is a mysterious hideaway
resting high atop a gently rolling
hillside on the outer edge of Red
Boiling Springs’ city limits. One of
the city’s oldest and most beautiful
landmarks, it has been a vital part of
the community since 1890.

Recently, A&E Network’s na-

claimed he saw a little girl in his
room doubled over in pain. Al-
though he was frightened, he told
the child not to fear and that he
wanted to help her. When he
reached out his hand, he said she
reached out to him as well, but
before their hands could touch she
vanished into thin air.

“The only stories featured are
those that can be physically veri-
fied,” said Cole. “Research con-
firms that there was a little girl
named Sarah who lived here and
that she died of a stomach ailment.”

The Thomas House is offering
a dinner theatre production,
“Haunted Hotel,” Oct. 30 and 31
that is based upon the sightings
reported by their guests. Patrons
will be led through the house by
candlelight where actors will recre-
ate scenes from the events. Reser-
vations can be made at
www.thomashouse@nctc.com

“We feel very safe,” adds Cole.
Most of our reports are about ghosts
causing mischief. The visiting
psychics say that the ghosts feel
very protective of our family.
They’re just people who checked in

“Franklin is a great place to
live,” said Thessin, “so great that
many of our citizens have decided
they never want to leave... even after
they die.” Thessin is co-owner and
guide for Franklin on Foot, which
covers some of the city’s most
haunted places along Franklin’s his-
toric Main Street.

“We just have a good story to
tell,” Thessin continues. “A lot of
shows are all about ghost hunters,
but we don’t hunt them, we just
report them.” Both Danley and
Thessin agree that the individuals
who experienced ghostly encoun-
ters at Carnton were just everyday
people, not connected with the para-
normal.

A family of four got more than
they bargained for, according to
Thessin, when they visited Carnton
one night after hours:

The tours were over for the night
and the director said that no one was
there, but the family was welcome to
wander the grounds. When the fam-
ily walked around the front of the

Carnton Plantation in Franklin was a makeshift field hospital for  wounded soldiers
in  the Battle of Franklin. Ghost sightings have been reported by those visiting there.

The Memphis Mid  South Ghost Hunters instruct  participants on how
to use electro-magnetic field detectors at Singleton Community Center
in Bartlett.

seeking out the truth behind the
many eerie experiences reported by
guests and visitors of the hotel since
its establishment in 1890. 

“Our best known ghost is Sa-
rah,” said David Cole, co-owner and
cook for the family run B&B. “The
psychics that have visited here all
say she is the dominate spirit.” The
Thomas House has also been fea-
tured on “Southern Haunts” a TV
show created by award-winning
filmmaker Zac Adams, and narrated
by TV and radio personality Charlie
Chase. The show, dedicated to the
legends of the south, concentrates on
the most interesting and compelling
stories that not only have ghosts, but
also provides a unique historical in-
sight to each account. Cole said
Adams decided to investigate fol-
lowing a guest’s encounter with Sa-
rah.

A former Hendersonville police
officer staying at the Thomas House
for a church retreat came down to
breakfast one morning with tears
streaming down his face. The man

Walkable Tennessee Ghost Tours

Suzanne Burns and Wendell Edison have portrayed the ghosts of
Adelicia and Col. Joseph Acklen  for Nashville’s Mt. Olivet Cemetery
Confederate solidiers illuminated walking tour for the past 16 years.

Photo by Victoria South

• Ghost and Haunt Tour Sheraton
Hotel Lobby-A walking ghost
tour of downtown will take visi-
tors to the most haunted and
paranormal filled locations in
Nashville. Tours offered 7 nights
a week at 9 p.m. through Oct.
31. Reservations required. Call
469-5825 or visit the website
w w w . n a s h v i l l e g h o s t a n d
haunt.com

• Nashville Ghost Tours-Explore
the shadow-filled streets of
downtown during this 90-minute
walking tour by costumed
guides. Meet at the corner of
Sixth Ave. North and Union
Street across from the Hermit-
age Hotel. Call 884-3999 or visit
www.nashvilleghosttours.com

• Appalachian Ghost Walks-Meet
the real ghosts of Southern Ap-
palachia in the cities of Erwin,
Jonesborough, Tipton-Haynes,
Greenville, Rogersville,
Blountville, Johnson City, and
Dandridge. Fascinating facts and
historic downtowns. Open Janu-
ary –December. Call (423) 743-
WALK (9255) for reservations.

• Franklin on Foot-Two tours of-
fered, “Haunted Franklin” and
“Murder and Mahem.” For more
information, reservations and
dates and times, call 408-3808
or visit www.franklinonfoot.com

• Gallatin Ghost Walk-Learn the
diverse history of Sumner
County, her spirits and spine t
gling haunts. Runs through Oct.

31. For informa-
tion and reserva-
tions, call 512-
5299 or visit
www.gallatin

   ghostwalk.blog
    spot.com

• Halloween at
the Bell
Witch Cave

• Sam Davis Home Ghost Tour-
Tour the grounds on a haunted
hayride. For reservations, call
459-2341 or visit
www.samdavishome.org

and Farm- Adams Tenn. Hal-
loween tours run through No-
vember 1. For information, pric-
ing and reservations, call (615)
696-3055 or visit
www.bellwitchcave.com
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Across the USA, states are falling
short of their goals to increase the
use of renewable energy as Con-
gress weighs a national renew-
able-energy standard. Thirty-five
states have set goals to use more
electricity from solar panels, wind-
mills and other renewable forms of
energy, according to a database
funded by the Energy Department.
There is no central clearinghouse of
states’ compliance records, but re-
search and interviews with state and
power company officials found nine
states that have failed or expect to
fail to meet their energy goals. The
House of Representatives passed a

bill in June that called for 15 percent
of the nation’s electricity to come
from alternative sources in 2020.

Six states have sued the federal
government to get $16.7 billion
worth of bond certificates that
were either forgotten or thrown
out in the trash following World
War II.  Contending that the Trea-
sury Department has done nothing to
find the original bondholders or
their descendants, the states say  they
have laws that empower them to take
unclaimed property for themselves.
If the states win, they could continue
to tap unclaimed U.S. bonds in the
future, establishing a new stream of
funding from Washington.

Gov. Bredesen proclaimed Oct.
11-17 as “Show Your Pride -
Adopt-A-Highway” week in Ten-
nessee to recognize the hundreds
of Adopt-A-Highway volunteers
who work each year to keep litter
off state roadways.  The Tennessee
Department of Transportation’s
Adopt-A-Highway program turned
20 on Oct. 11. Originally established
on Oct. 11, 1989, volunteers with the
program have logged thousands of
hours working to keep Tennessee
litter free. The Adopt-A-Highway
Program allows Tennesseans to vol-
unteer from a business, civic group,
service organization, community
club, church group, environmen-
tally-conscious group, as an indi-
vidual or an entire family to help
keep Tennessee roadways litter free.
Volunteers “adopt” a two-mile
stretch of a state route and commit to
conducting four litter pick-up events
during the course of one year.

Tennesseans have the second-
highest energy use per home in the
country, but a statewide building
code aims to change that. The code
that goes into effect July 1 would set
building standards in the state’s
counties and cities that currently
have none. In Tennessee, 60 of the
state’s 95 counties have no residen-
tial building codes at all, which can
lead to residential construction that
doesn’t incorporate energy-efficient
building practices. The statewide
code was a recommendation from a
task-force appointed by Gov.
Bredesen and is part of his plan to
encourage conservation and green
energy in the state. The concept for
the code was passed by the state
legislature in June, but the new rules
have not yet been written. Counties
and cities that have their own codes
are exempt from the new law. Local
governments can also opt out of the
standards by a two-thirds vote.

Two Tennessee roadways are now
nationally recognized as National
Scenic Byways.  The Federal High-
way Administration designated the
Great River Road Tennessee and the
East Tennessee Crossing as Na-
tional Scenic Byways during an offi-
cial ceremony in Washington, D.C.
The two byways have been added to
the collection of 151 distinctive and
diverse roads designated by the U.S.
Secretary of Transportation. The
National Scenic Byways designa-

tions recognize those roads across
America that exhibit one or more of
six core intrinsic qualities: archaeo-
logical, cultural, historic, natural,
recreational, or scenic qualities that
contribute to a visitor’s unique trav-
eling experience. The Tennessee
Byways Program facilitates local
grassroots collaborative efforts by
helping communities discover the
story of their local area and sharing
its treasured people and places.

The Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA) has developed a plan to pre-
vent a repeat of the Sept. 18 air-
borne release of materials at the
Kingston Fossil Plant, according
to a preliminary report given to
the Tennessee Department of En-
vironment and Conservation
(TDEC). TVA said it will add proce-
dures to monitor temperatures inside
the smokestacks at the plant, revisit
its procedures for burning different
kinds of coal and take other mea-
sures. TDEC has made the report
available on its web site
www.state.tn.us/environment and
said it will wait until TVA com-
pletely analyses the root cause of the
event before deciding what actions
should be taken. TDEC said it will
post the full report when it is avail-
able. TDEC, which serves as advi-
sory body to the state’s Air Pollution
Control Board, directed TVA to
make the study after flakes of mate-
rial started raining on the commu-
nity when the federal utility per-
formed a test-fire at the plant in
Harriman.

If a deal reached by Senate Demo-
crats passes the full U.S. Senate,
long-term unemployed Tennesse-
ans could get an additional 20
weeks of unemployment insur-
ance benefits. Nearly two million
jobless workers across the country
are in danger of running out of assis-
tance by the end of the year. The
agreement would give an additional
14 weeks of benefits to jobless
workers in all 50 states. Workers in
states with unemployment rate at 8.5
percent or above would receive six
weeks on top of that. Tennessee
would fall in the second category.

Tennessee was ranked 39th
among the 50 U.S. states in a state-
by-state comparison study refer-
encing the access and quality of
health care.  Leading the league of
low-performing states, Tennessee
was ranked, 49th in healthy living

indicators and slightly better on ac-
cess to health care, prevention and
treatment. “When it comes to access
to care when you need it, the quality
of care you receive, and the likeli-
hood of living a healthier life, where
you live matters,” the report says.
“Wide variations in care and out-
comes persist, with top-performing
states continuing to surpass their
peers on multiple dimensions.” The
Commonwealth Fund, a private
fund, carries independent research
on health care issues and released its
second report on state scorecard on
health system performance in 2009.

With October designated as Fire
Prevention Month, the State Fire
Marshal’s Office reminds Tennes-
seans to regularly check their
homes for hazards that could lead
to fires.  “Tennessee occupies an
undesirable ranking in the country
for fire deaths. Falling asleep while
smoking in bed or in a comfortable
chair remains a significant cause of
fire deaths in Tennessee,” says De-
partment of Commerce and Insur-
ance Commissioner and State Fire
Marshal Leslie Newman. “If you
smoke, make sure your home’s
smoke detectors are functioning
properly.”  Newman urges Tennes-
see families to practice their home
escape plan this month.

The death of manufacturing jobs
in the state is leading many former
factory workers to the health-care
field, one of the few sectors ex-
pected to add jobs during the next
few years. The state, already
heavily dependent on manufactur-
ing, has lost nearly 100,000 factory
jobs during the past five years, a 23
percent drop. Training dollars re-
served for high-demand professions
are encouraging many of those la-
borers to learn how to draw blood or
treat sick people. About one-third of
the more than 22,000 laid-off Ten-
nesseans getting federal training
dollars last year were enrolled in
health-care programs, according to
the Tennessee Department of Labor
and Workforce Development. This
is true for former manufacturing
workers as well. Researchers say the
loss of manufacturing jobs could
shift more people into the cities,
where health care and other growing
sectors, such as education, tend to
congregate.

Tennessee, as part of a coalition of
states, is seeking $300 million in
federal stimulus funds to improve
rail lines and terminals in an effort
to reduce truck traffic on con-
gested Interstate 81. The Transpor-
tation Secretary says that increased
movement of freight by rail is the
key to reducing congestion on the
855-mile highway that runs north to
south through six states. The federal
grant, if approved, would go toward
$2.1 billion in needed improve-
ments to the existing network of
intermodal terminals where freight
is transferred between trucks and
rail cars.

The Tennessee Valley Authority
announced that its electric rates
will drop 1.5 percent on Novem-
ber 1 because of lower costs for
fuel, saving customers 50 cents to
$2 on their monthly residential
bills.  The adjustment reflects a de-
cline in the price of natural gas, coal
and other related expenses that TVA
must pay. Recent rains have allowed
the authority to use  cheaper water-
generated power. Customers in
Nashville could see a savings of $7
to $10 on their October bills.

Tennessee has successfully met
its first federal reporting require-
ments for funds that have flowed to
or through the state under the
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA). The Recovery
Act is providing states with more
than $246 billion of a total $787
billion made available to create and
retain jobs, invest in infrastructure
and speed economic recovery. 

Tennessee was allocated a total
of $5.6 billion; the state reported on
$214.9 million spent by the state
through Recovery Act grants
through Sept. 30, 2009. 
 “Our Recovery Act team and
state agencies worked literally hun-
dreds of hours toward an unprec-
edented accomplishment, with no
additional staff hired to handle the
reporting process,” Deputy Gover-
nor John Morgan said. “It’s impor-
tant to remember the Recovery Act
is a two-year program and this is just
the first reporting period. Add-
itional reporting on the use of Re-
covery Act funds will occur quar-
terly going forward.”
 The state transmitted a total of
310 project reports for the period
ending Sept. 30, 2009, via
FederalReporting.gov, the central
government-wide data collection
system. Of those, 258 were for trans-
portation projects alone. The reports
represent grants totaling $214.9
million received by 15 state
agencies. The reports reflect
7,710.9 jobs created and retained
through September 30 through these
funds.

A major component of the Re-
covery Act is the requirement for an
unprecedented level of transpar-
ency and accountability so people
can see how the funds are being
spent. Specific reporting require-
ments have been set for government
agencies and recipients of Recovery
funds to measure progress. 
 

Federal agencies, prime recipients
and sub-recipients are required to
submit data within 10 days after the
end of each calendar quarter for
grants, loans, and federally awarded
contracts under the Recovery Act.
The first reporting period ended on
Sept. 30 and reports were submitted
by recipients, including states, be-
tween Oct. 1 and Oct. 10, 2009. The
next reports will be submitted in
January 2010.
 The Section 1512 reporting pro-
cess includes 99 different data ele-
ments. The number of data elements
reported per program depends on the
fields applicable to the program and
varies based on the number of sub-
awards and vendors, if any, under
that program. Tennessee chose to
centralize its reporting to minimize
the likelihood of duplications in the
data or non-compliance with federal
requirements. 
 The FederalReporting.gov Web
site works in conjunction with the
Recovery.gov Web site. The data
submitted to FederalReporting.gov
will be reviewed and validated by
the funding/awarding agencies from
Oct. 11-29 and then those reports
and visual representations of the in-
formation will be available to the
public via Recovery.gov. 
 Recipient contract data will be
published on Recovery.gov October
15 and recipient grant and loan data
will be published on the site on
Oct.30. The data can be viewed
online or downloaded in XML for-
mat – a standard structure for the
transfer of data – for those who want
to create their own reports.
 The reporting by  Tennessee and
other states represents only part of
the recovery picture. Funds awarded
directly to non-state agencies will
have been reported by those recipi-
ents and their data will also be pub-
lished on Recovery.gov.

State's first ARRA reporting
complete – details funding, jobs

This project is the only source of
statewide information on the condi-
tion of public school buildings and
what it would take to get them all in
good or better condition, and the
news here is good: According to
local school officials, 91 percent of
local public schools are now in good
or excellent condition. However,
they estimate the cost to put the re-
maining 9 percent in good or better
condition at $1.5 billion, which is a
$312 million increase from the cost
reported in the previous report. They
also report that 96 percent of all
schools have sufficient space to
house the teachers and classrooms
required by the smaller class-size
standards imposed by the Education
Improvement Act (EIA) in the fall of
2001. The rest use portable class-
rooms, non-classroom spaces such
as libraries and cafeterias for teach-
ing classes, and classrooms that are
empty when other teachers have
planning periods. TACIR estimates
the cost of the remaining classrooms
needed to house these teachers at
almost $74 million statewide, which
is a $27 million increase from the
cost estimate in TACIR’s last report.

Other Highlights from the Report
• Water and wastewater, transpor-

tation, and local public educa-

tion combined represent more
than 70 percent of total reported
needs.

• Total education infrastructure
needs increased from $5.6 bil-
lion to $6.8 billion (about 20
percent) since the last report. This
was the second largest increase
among the six categories. Most
of this increase (about 47 per-
cent) can be attributed to $963
million in new needs at the state’s
public post-secondary schools.

• Health, Safety, and Welfare at
$6.8 billion is the third largest
cost category and accounts for
19.7 percent of the state’s public
infrastructure needs. Water and
wastewater needs alone total al-
most $3.9 billion or more than
11 percent of the grand total and
57 percent of this one category.
The General Government cat-
egory, which includes public
buildings, other facilities and
property acquisition, had the
largest percentage change as
needs increased by $137 million
(32 percent) from the previous
report. Needs for new and im-
proved public buildings in-
creased by $117 million in 2007.

The full report can be found at http:/
/ w w w . s t a t e . t n . u s / t a c i r /
infrastructure.html.

Tennessee infrastructure
needs top $34.2 billion
TACIR from Page 1
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TML Board ponders 2010 legislative issues
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Crossville Mayor J.H. Graham III

 White House  City Administrator  Angie Carrier

Humboldt Mayor Alan  Barker and Bartlett Mayor Keith McDonald

Alamo Mayor Tommy Green

Athens Vice Mayor Bo Perkinson and Cleveland Councilman David May

Tennessee Municipal Bond Fund President and CEO Charles “Bones”
Seivers and Portland Mayor Ken Wilber

Tullahoma City Administrator Jody Baltz

Murfreesboro Councilman David Edwards

Erwin City Recorder Randy Trivette, Gatlinburg City Manager Cindy Cameron Ogle, and
Red Bank City Manager Chris Dorsey

Morristown Councilmember Kay Senter and  Farragut Vice Mayor
Dot LaMarche

Huntingdon Mayor Dale KelleyLivingston Mayor Curtis Hayes
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CHIEF OF STAFF
CLARKSVILLE. The city is seek-
ing applicants for the position of
Chief of Staff. The Chief of Staff
acts as principle advisor to the
mayor on governmental matters,
public policy and special projects
and assists the mayor with adminis-
trative duties and operational plan-
ning for the city. Also facilitates
business improvement, productivity
and staff administration. Must be an
effective communicator and have a
minimum of four years related expe-
rience and a four year degree in Pub-
lic Administration, Political Science
or related field, or equivalent combi-
nation of education and training.
Salary: up to $103,000.  A complete
job application will be required for
those applicants who are identified
for interview.  Email resume to Will
Wyatt at will.wyatt@cityofclarks
ville.com or mail to Clarksville-
Montgomery County Career Center,
350 Pageant Ln., Suite 406,
Clarksville TN  37040  931-648-
5530. EOE.

CONTROLLER
COLUMBIA. Columbia Power and
Water Systems,   a municipal utility
located in Maury County in Middle
Tennessee, is seeking a Controller
(exempt position) who is account-
able for financial controls and ac-
tivities of CPWS, general oversight
for departments Billing and Collect-
ing, General Office, Meter Services,
Purchasing and Stores, and Informa-
tion Systems. Requires B.S. in Busi-
ness Administration with major in
accounting, five years experience in
accounting (utility accounting pre-
ferred) and CPA certification in state
of Tennessee. Please visit our
website at www.cpws.com , “Gen-
eral Information”, “Careers at
CPWS”, and “Click here for current
job opportunities” for Application
for Employment and job descrip-
tion. CPWS will only consider fully
completed, original applications
that are mailed or hand delivered to
Columbia Power and Water Sys-
tems, 201 Pickens Lane, Columbia,
TN 38401, ATTN:  Personnel De-
partment.  Position is open until
filled. Salary commensurate with
experience and qualifications and
will be discussed only at interview.
Excellent benefit package.      Mi-
norities and females encouraged to
apply.  EOE/Drug Free Workplace.

DIRECTOR OF GRANTS /
PLANNING
COLUMBIA. The city is seeking
qualified applicants for the position
of Director of Grants and Planning.
Salary range: $50,000 - $75,000.
Requirements:   Master’s degree in
Planning with AICP certification
preferred and five+ years respon-
sible experience in land planning,
interpreting zoning ordinances as
well as historic preservation and re-
development.  Physical examination
and drug screening will be required
prior to employment. Submit re-
sume with salary requirements and
list of references to: Personnel Di-
rector, City of Columbia, 707 N.
Main St., Columbia, Tennessee
38401.; kcollier@columbiatn.com.
Resumes accepted until Nov. 20,

2009.  Visit our web site at
www.columbiatn.com.  Additional
information may be obtained by
telephone at 931-560-1570.  EOE  .

FINANCE DIRECTOR
RED BANK.The city is seeking ap-
plicants for the position of Finance
Director. This position is the city’s
authority on all aspects of financial
management and requires a compre-
hensive understanding of city gov-
ernment finance. Director manages
the budgeting, accounting, accounts
payable, debt service management
functions of government and partici-
pates in the cash management, pen-
sion, investments and certain as-
pects of the payroll process and pur-
chasing.  A bachelor’s degree in
Accounting, Finance, Public Ad-
ministration, or closely related field
supplemented by three (3) years pre-
vious experience and/or training
that includes progressive manage-
ment experience preferably in the
area of governmental accounting
and budgeting.  Preference will be
given to candidates with profes-
sional certification such as Certified
Municipal Finance Officer
(CMFO); Certified Governmental
Financial Manager (CGFM); or Cer-
tified Public Accountant (CPA).  If
not certified, must be able to attain
compliance with the provisions of
the Municipal Finance Officer Cer-
tification and Education Act of 2007
within 18 months of hire.  Salary:
DOQ; comprehensive benefit pack-
age including TCRS Pension.  Ap-
plications will be accepted until po-
sition is filled. Submit a letter of
interest, current resume, salary his-
tory and a list of three professional
references to: City Manager, City of
Red Bank, 3117 Dayton Blvd., Red
Bank, TN 37415.  Email:
citymanager@redbanktn.gov  EOE.

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT
KINGSPORT. The city is seeking
qualified candidates for the position
of Senior Accountant. The position
reports to the Comptroller and has
primary responsibilities for revenue
accounting, billing, collections and
customer service functions of the
Finance Department.  Work in-
cludes research, analysis and recom-
mendations for revenue streams and
revenue enhancement strategies.
Minimum requirements include a
degree in Accounting, Finance or
closely related field and five years
full time work experience in ac-
counting and finance with at least
two years in a supervisory capacity.
Applications may be accessed at
www.kingsporttn.gov. Mail com-
pleted applications to: City of
Kingsport, Human Resources Dept.,
225 W Center St., Kingsport, TN
37660. Position opened until filled.

Among the proposed changes in
state law is to require that at least a
portion of revenue generated by
camera enforcement be spent on
public safety or driver education.

“Those dollars are creating a
revenue stream,” said Rep. Richard
Floyd. “The only way to increase
that revenue stream is to increase the
number of cameras, and once you
get into that mode, you are not going
to see cameras coming down.”

And despite a 2008 state attor-
ney general’s legal opinion that says
cameras don’t violate due process
and privacy rights, some committee
members expressed concerns over
the Constitutionality of using traffic
cameras for law enforcement.

The violation is considered a
civil penalty, not a moving viola-
tion. The driver faces a $50 fine,
whether the citation is for speeding
or running a red light.

Rep. Matthew Hill believes the
red light citations treat people like
they are guilty before proven inno-
cent. “The constitution says $50 or
more, you get a trial by jury,” said
Hill. “It sounds dangerously close to
sounding like they are guilty before
proven innocent.”

All of the police departments
testified that drivers could view the
video and could fight the charge in
court.

“The violator has access to the
court system,” said Sgt. William
Storment with Gallatin Police De-
partment. “It’s the same as if he was
issued a ticket by an officer. He can
pay the fine or take it to court.”

Storment said that
Gallatin began using
traffic cameras in Au-
gust 2006. Since then,
the technology has dra-
matically impacted the
number of traffic inci-
dents throughout the en-
tire city. “It has that halo
affect, where we have
seen a constant trend in
safer driving.”

He said that in a
two-year period, that
crashes are down by 21
percent; incidents re-
sulting in property dam-
age are down by 22 per-
cent; and fatalities are

Traffic cameras under legislative review

national standards for uniformity. If
not, it would violate a driver’s ex-
pectancy and could cause additional
accidents elsewhere.

“A longer yellow light will
make drivers think it will be yellow
forever and they can beat the light,”
said Winkle.

In 2008, the Tennessee General
Assembly passed two bills regulat-
ing traffic cameras. Public Chapter
No. 964 requires that once a red light
surveillance camera is installed, the
duration of the caution light may not
be altered for the sole purpose of
increasing revenues. Public Chapter
No. 962 requires local governments
to notify traffic offenders caught by
surveillance cameras at least two
times prior to assessing late fees or
any other penalties for non-payment
of citations.

:

Good Risk Management is just Good Management
Cities and municipal agencies have joined together to create in the
TML Pool what has grown to be the largest municipal insurer in
Tennessee. The extent of the coverage provided for municipal expo-
sures is staggering.

The Pool insures:
• 40,575 municipal employees for workers’ compensation represent-

ing more than $951.7 million in annual payroll exposures;
• 18,960 municipal vehicles with total insurable values of some

$350 million for liability coverage; and provides
• general liability coverage for 16,407 miles of streets.

5100 Maryland Way • Brentwood, TN • 800-624-9698 Your Partner in Risk Management since 1979

propriations,” explained Thurman.
Goetz said that every agency

has been asked to make the same
reductions, “but some turnips can
produce more than others.”

He said probably the hardest hit
agencies are the Department of
Mental Health and Development
Disabilities, who are reducing beds
as well as staff to meet the budget
cuts.

Gov. Phil Bredesen has sched-

More cuts expected to state budget
uled departmental hearings for the
week of  Nov. 16 in preparation for
the FY 2010-11 budget.

“Even if the revenues get bet-
ter,” said White, “these reductions
will likely be permanent.”

White said to avoid additional
reductions, revenues would need to
grow by 4.4 percent for FY 2010-11.
If revenues only grow by 2.2 per-
cent, state departments will need to
reduce their budgets by 26 percent.

If revenues remain flat with no

growth, departments will need to
reduce their budgets by more than 33
percent. In order to restore 50 per-
cent of the reductions, revenues
would need to grow by 11 percent;
100 percent restoration would re-
quire 16.7 percent growth.

“Until the employment picture
improves, until the savings rate goes
down, and until consumption goes
up, it is unlikely to expect that there
will be any dramatic changes,” said
White. “This is not something that
the state is going to grow out of.”

being paid on their behalf.”
Comptroller Wilson became

concerned after a number of cities
and counties ran into financial
trouble after using swaps and other
derivative transactions to lower in-
terest rates on their bond debt with-

Funding Board approves financing reforms
out fully understanding the risks in-
volved.

On May 1, he presented the
State Funding Board with a set of
proposed changes to the guidelines.
The guidelines approved by the
State Funding Board this month in-
clude revisions that were made after

FUNDING from Page 1 receiving public input throughout
the spring, summer and early fall.

Other members of the State
Funding Board are: Secretary of
State Tre Hargett, Treasurer David
H. Lillard Jr., Finance and Adminis-
tration Commissioner David Goetz
and Governor Phil Bredesen.

CUTS from Page 1

CAMERAS from Page 1

Rep. Vince Dean, vice chair of the House
Transportation Committee, listens to
testamony in support  of red light cameras.

down by 50 percent.
Research conduced by the Na-

tional Highway Safety Institute
shows that when drivers perceive
that there is a risk of getting a ticket,
it strongly influences motorists’
choices and that automotive en-
forcement is a good method for re-
ducing fatalities.

The Gallatin Police Department
also credited the city’s red light cam-
era system with contributing to the
arrest of two men responsible for a
number of thefts of heavy equipment
from construction sites in the area.

Committee members also ex-
pressed concern over the timing of
the yellow light and are considering
extending the yellow light for at least
four seconds before changing from
green to red at intersections with
traffic cameras.

Winkle explained that the traf-
fic lights needed consistence, using
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No loan is too
large or too small

See us for your special projects needs. (615) 255-1561

The city of Murfreesboro closes a $103 million loan,
the largest in TMBF history.

The town of Nolensville closes a $21,000  loan.

Municipal Administration Program
November Schedule

Instructor
Bill Trout, manager of Taxpayer
Education, with the Department of
Revenue

Training Facilities
Collegedale Collegedale City
Hall,4910 Swinyar Drive
Franklin Williamson County Exten-
sion Office, Agriculture Expo Park
Jackson West Tennessee Center for
Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Public Service, 605 Airways
Boulevard
Johnson City Johnson City Public
Library, 100 West Millard St.

With all the new changes to the
business tax, the University of
Tennessee’s Municipal Technical
Advisory Service in conjuction
with the Department of Revenue
have scheduled statewide work-
shops to address the new changes.

This class  will give an update
on the new laws passed this year, as
well as address a number of issues
that pertain to administration and
collection of the local business tax,
including a variety of exceptions
and tax credits allowed, state re-
porting requirements, and other
various procedures that can be
quite confusing.

This course is designed for all
municipal employees who handle
finance and the implementation
and collection of business tax.

Time
Public administration courses begin
at 8:30 a.m. and end at 12:30 p.m.

Dates and locations
November 4 Collegedale
November 5 Johnson City
November 6 Knoxville
November 12 Franklin
November 18 Lakeland
November 19 Jackson

Business Tax Knoxville UT Conference Center,
600 Henley Street
Lakeland  Lakeland City Hall

To register for this municipal
administration program class,
please visit the MTAS web site at
www.mtas.tennessee.edu or contact
Elaine Morrisey at Elaine.morrisey
@ tennessee.edu. or call 865-974-
0411. For program information,
contact Kurt Frederick MTAS
Training Consultant  at 615-253-
6385 or e-mail Kurt.Frederick
@tennessee.edu.

Fees are $25 per person per class
for municipal employees and $55
per person per class for all other
participants.

TENNESSEE
FESTIVALS

Oct. 29-31: Cumberland Gap
Pumpkin Lights
Enjoy the array of decorated pump-
kins glowing along Main Street and
festival park and see the town
dressed for Halloween. Stop by the
Fire Station on October 31st from 5-
9 pm for a free hotdog and treat bags
for the children. Call  423-869-3860.

Oct. 31: Greeneville
Halloween Happenings
Main Street . Features costume con-
tests, hayrides, spooky music, trick-
or-treating, and ghost stories. For
more information,  423-639-7102

Nov. 6 – 8: Knoxville
15th Master Woodworkers Show
Held at the Emporium Center and
presented by the East Tennessee
Woodworkers Guild and the Arts &
Culture Alliance.This biennial
juried show highlights the hand-
crafted works of 25 craftspeople and
artists of East Tennessee and the
surrounding region and features
many types of woodwork, from tra-
ditional to whimsical, including fine
furniture, cabinetry, turning, sculp-
ture and marquetry.  Show hours are:
Nov. 6, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.; , Nov. 7, 10
a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Nov. 8, 12-5 p.m. 
Admission is free.  Visit the Guild
website at www.etwg.org.

Nov. 7: Nashville
Beer, Bourbon & BBQ Festival
Call 800-830-3976.

Nov. 14: Chattanooga
1st Sweet potato Festival
Creative Discovery Museum, Free
with museum admission. Potato
stamping art, potato look alike art
creations, kits to grow sweet pota-
toes. Call 423-756-2738.

2009 Public Acts of Interest
BY JOSH JONES

MTAS Legal Consultant

Chapter No. 489 (SB1706/
HB0489).  Acquisition of public
facilities.  Amends T.C.A. Title 7,
Chapters 32 and 33 by allowing a
municipality to enter into an agree-
ment with a private entity under
which the private entity agrees to
pay all or a portion of the costs of
a public facility being constructed
by a municipality, if the munici-
pality reasonably anticipates the
private investment of not less than
twenty five million dollars
($25,000,000) on the property
benefited by the public facility.
Written agreement must provide
that any municipal payments may
be contingent upon the availability
of bond funds and the obligation of
the private entity may be reduced
to the extent bond proceeds are
available. Allows municipality to
pay the appraised value of real
property acquired and used in con-
nection with public facilities to be
constructed or improved by the
municipality.  Municipality may
also agree to reimburse the trans-
ferring entity for expenditures
made in constructing or improving
the facility. Allows, rather than
requires, the municipality to ap-
portion all costs among property
owners who the municipality de-
termines may benefit from the
public facility.  This apportion-
ment will be collected in the form
of a special assessment.  Special
assessments that are past due may
be collected in the same manner as
property taxes.  Allows a munici-
pality to refund or refinance bonds
and obligations issued for these
purposes.  Refunding of bonds
may be secured by special assess-
ments levied. Applies to agree-
ments and assessments entered

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

into or imposed on or after July 1,
2007. Effective June 23, 2009.

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
Chapter No. 96 (SB2050/
HB1978).  Local Government
Electronic Technology Act.
Amends T.C.A. by enacting the Lo-
cal Government Electronic Tech-
nology Act of 2009.  Requires a local
government, as a prerequisite to
implementing any new electronic
technology associated with the dis-
bursement of public funds, purchas-
ing the sale of local government as-
sets, the collection of local govern-
ment assets, or the collection of
fines, fees or payments, to file a plan
with the comptroller.  The plan must
be filed at least thirty (30) days prior
to implementation and must include:
1) A description of the business
process and the technology to be
used;
2) A description of the policies and
procedures related to the implemen-
tation of the technology;
3) Documentation of internal con-
trols; and
4) An estimation of the cost and a
statement as to whether the plan can
be implemented with existing re-
sources of the office or if additional
resources are needed and prior ap-
proval has been given by the local
governing body.
Effective April 9, 2009.

INTERLOCAL
COOPERATION
Chapter No. 107 (SB0322/
HB0383).  Contracts for stabiliz-
ing the price of fuel.  Amends
T.C.A. § 7-51-911 by extending the
term within which a municipality
may enter into a contract with an-
other municipality or financial insti-
tution for the purchase of fuel.
States that these contracts must have
a termination date no later than June

30, 2011. Effective April 9, 2009.

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Chapter No. 76 (SB0110/
HB0483).  Missing child report-
ing.  Amends T.C.A. § 37-10-203 by
requiring a law enforcement agency
reporting a missing child to enter, or
cause to be entered, the report of the
missing child into the National
Crime Information Center (NCIC)
within two (2) hours of the initial
missing child report.
Effective April 9, 2009.

Chapter No. 116 (SB0201/
HB0587).  Judicial task force may
petition for confiscated weapons.
Amends T.C.A. Title 39, Chapter
17, Part 13 by adding a judicial dis-
trict drug task force to the list of
entities who may petition a court for
permission to dispose of, sell or keep
and legitimately use those weapons.
If a weapon confiscated by a judicial
drug task force is sold, the proceeds
will go to the task force, not the local
government where the weapon was
confiscated.
Effective May 5, 2009.

Chapter No. 239 (SB0310/
HB1534).  Requirement that
bondsmen be listed by seniority
removed. Amends T.C.A. § 40-11-
126(b) by removing the requirement
that listings of bondsmen in jails and
workhouses be in order of seniority.
Effective May 20, 2009.

Chapter No. 242 (SB0695/
HB0080).  Jail cell certification
standards changed.  Amends
T.C.A. § 41-4-140 by declaring that
dimensional standards for new and
existing jail cells are the American
Correctional Association’s Perfor-
mance-Based Standards for Adult
Local Detention Facilities, as
amended by the 2008 supplement.
Effective May 20, 2009.
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BY GAEL STAHL

Brentwood Mayor Betsy
Crossley, after two and a half years
on the city commission, says she has
an inner need for involvement with
elective municipal government.
Both of her diverse high energy
career jobs seem to have evolved
toward public service. So far, it’s
been a win/win.

Elizabeth “Betsy” Schubring
was born in 1955 in Atlanta at
Piedmont Hospital, where the old
Atlanta Braves stadium used to
stand. She likes to tell everyone she
was born on second base, which
seems appropriate for someone who
has spent a lifetime enjoying sports –
especially baseball.

Some of her fondest childhood
memories center around watching
baseball games with her father. A
Michigan native, he pulled for the
Detroit Tigers, she for the Braves.
Both loved listening to Dizzy Dean
announce games. She and her two
brothers invented their own
baseball bunt ’em game and, since
the neighborhood she grew up in
was mostly boys, she was always
climbing trees and building boats to
float in creeks and having a great
time outdoors. Her love of  nature
led to her becoming a biology
teacher and being involved in
protecting open spaces and parks.

Her father, Kenneth Karl
Schubring, an 18-year-old survivor
of the attack on Pearl Harbor, was
working for Armstrong Corp. in
1951 when he moved to Macon, Ga.,
from the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan. He met Crossley’s
mother, Ruth Hardeman, a Macon
native, on a blind date and proposed
to her on Valentine’s Day 1952.
They married that June.

When Crossley was nine, the
family moved to Athens, Ga. In high
school, she especially enjoyed
languages and music and decided
she’d like to be either an interpreter
for the UN, the piccolo player at the
Boston Pops, or maybe a dentist. As
a worldly wise 13-year-old she
proclaimed: “I’ll tell you what I
don’t want to do. I’m not going to be
a teacher. I’m not going to be a
politician.“God, of course,
laughed,” she says. She became
both.

Her father was president of the
Clarke County Board of Education
during segregation. Their windows
were broken several times and their
mailbox knocked down. In high
school she was slammed against
lockers a couple of times. “It made
me really sit back and think,” she
says, “what are we doing and is it
this important?” Watching her
father go through that doing what he
knew was the right thing to do
ingrained in her an understanding
that there are going to be some tough
times in life. But if it’s worth doing,
it’s worth the tough times sure to
come. Ironically, it fed her
willingness to play a public role in
many community groups over the
years, most recently more than eight
as a Brentwood Planning
commissioner and two as a city
commissioner – both arenas where
you have to take the heat for the
decision that you make.

She graduated from Clarke
Central High School in Athens, Ga.,
in 1973, and earned her bachelor’s
in 1977 and master’s in 1980 in
microbiology at the University of
Georgia (UGA). In 1980, she
married  a virology classmate at
UGA, George Crossley. While
George went to medical school, she
taught microbiology at Athens, was
an electron microscopist, biologist
and teacher in Atlanta, tutored and
did medical research in hematology,
pharmacology and anatomy in
Augusta.

When George was on the Wake
Forest Faculty 1991-1999, Crossley
was an affiliate faculty member and
won honors teaching high school
anatomy, physiology, and biology at
Mt. Tabor High School.

In 1999, they moved to Brent-
wood. Almost immediately, a
neighbor invited Crossley to a
Brentwood Women’s Club meeting.
The club is involved in so many
areas that one could make it a full-
time job. Crossley chose to play a
major role in historic preservation
and later served on the Brentwood
Historic Commission and
Brentwood Tree Board. When an
opportunity arose to become a
member of the Brentwood Planning
Commission, she worked with
municipal development issues for
eight years.

Crossley’s husband is a cardiac
electro physiologist (the doctors
who insert pacemakers and
defibrillators). He is one of the
writers of the national exams

cardiologists take to get certified in
that field. He represents the
American College of Cardiology for
Tennessee, is involved in
Washington with health care issues,
and is a leader at St. Thomas Heart
in Nashville, which has more than
60 cardiologists at Baptist and St.
Thomas hospitals.

In 2007, when the city decided
to expand the five-member
commission to seven com-
missioners, she pondered  how she’d
been around for awhile and had
come to love Brentwood. She knew
the city staff and how the city works
from following city commission
meetings. She gave it a try and went
door to door stopping at 800
residences for three months hoping
to win one of four open seats. She
tied for the fourth seat and won the
runoff election with a two-thirds
majority.

Crossley has fallen in love with
two things. One is not politics so
much as community awareness of
what the current situation is. The
other is asking how we reinvest
ourselves for the future.  For her that
means helping all the entities in the
community move from the now to the
future by working together to know
where they want to go and then do it.
She’s says that means “it’s not a me-
thing or a government-thing but
about our being the kind of in-touch
community that we want to be.”

TT&C: I am told that you know
several languages and play many
musical instruments?
BC: I guess you could call me a jack
of many trades, master of few. I’m
fluent in Spanish and English and on
speaking terms with French and
German. I’m trying to learn
Japanese now and hope to get into
Italian. I play flute, piccolo,
trumpet, guitar, piano, harmonica,
and bagpipes. I figure my yen to
learn more about everything helps
explain my enjoying helping and
leading many community
endeavors. I just seem to like the
challenge of trying things I’ve never
tried before.

Entering city government a
little over two years ago was a brand
new challenge. Being a scientist by
training, I research everything
thoroughly before making
decisions. Then, I stand by them,
making sure people know my word
is my bond, that when I say
something, I’m going to do what I
say. At the same time I’m willing to
listen.

TT&C: What were some of your
teaching methods in science?
BC: I liked to keep my classrooms
awake, alive, and aware. If it took
standing on the desk to wake them
up, I did it. I always wore a lab coat
when I taught just for the fun of its
commanding atmosphere. I had
people donate lab coats so every kid
in that classroom had a lab coat to
wear whenever they did vivisection.
I got permission to let students
examine cadavers in the med school
and see just what tar does to the
lungs of longtime smokers. I’d
demonstrate a brain by making one
with prepared oatmeal and Jell-O in
a rubbery brain mold and let a
student I coached beforehand touch
it gingerly, then pick up courage to
stick his finger in it and lick his
finger with delight as the students
gagged. I prepared scientific
canisters and aged them with ice tea,
donned my lab coat and gloves and
set it down amid much cautionary
whispering to make sure the door
was closed. As students edge
forward to see the little ‘alien’ inside

I’d keep asking, “Are you sure that
door’s closed?” When all had
became ‘believers’ I’d close the
canister, remove my gloves, and
explain how I’d just demonstrated
why science-trained people must
‘believe’ absolutely no one
including me, after the ruse, without
doing their own scientific research.

TT&C: When you were elected
city commissioner, what did you
hope to accomplish?
BC: I ran mostly on making sure we
continue to manage growth and
sustain our conservative financial
positions and look to the future. I ask
myself and others, where are we
going to be 20 years from now? This
year is our 40th birthday as a city.
We’ve been fortunate in going from
a town of 300 to 37,000 and growing
4 percent per year. One concern
ahead of us is that most of the land
left in our city limits will be pretty
much built out by 2020 or 2021.
What do we do in the next 10 years
to maintain the life style we’ve got?

TT&C: Brentwood can’t expand
its acreage?
BC: No, we are a landlocked city of
41 square miles with seven square
miles left to expand into. The
majority of that is hilly terrain so
we’re probably not going to get
many more houses and not any more
businesses built in that annexable
area.

What we do have is a town
center that was built in the 1950s.
It’s where the first grocery stores,
gas stations, and shops started out.
It’s now an older section of town that
we’re looking to revitalize as a
“Town Center” development. We
already have a few incoming
businesses, a new bank and a new
office building are going in there as
part of an innovative zoning design
called a C-4 Development District
that specifically makes the area a
walkable, workable, mixed-use
development with residential and
offices, as well as retail all in one
place. When people can live, work,
and play all in one area, they won’t
have to drive much at all.

 Another opportunity is the
property where Murray Bicycle and
Lawn Mower used to be. It’s a large
abandoned building next door to the
Baptist Convention Center, which I
think, is also looking to relocate one
day. If so, that whole corner at
Maryland Way and Franklin Road
could become another opportunity
for a mixed-use complex where
people can live, work, and play all in
one place.

A lot of people want to stay in
Brentwood but want to downsize.
We don’t have enough of that kind
of smaller residential homes. We

have passed new zoning to allow for
townhouses to be built, but so far, we
haven’t had many takers.

TT&C: Has the downturn in the
economy affected the new town
center?
BC: That’s been slowing it down
some, but it has also given us a
chance to take a step back and see
what we most want to happen. It
gives us more time to discuss with
folks in the worlds of business and
development.

TT&C: Does Brentwood have a
defined identity or brand?
BC: I think the city’s identity speaks
for itself. It was called Midway
before it changed its name to
Brentwood because it was midway
between Nashville and Franklin.
Brentwood is a quality residential
community where folks enjoy living
and growing up, where they feel they
get a great education and have great
opportunities for families to enjoy an
enriching life. We have some of the
best parks, bikeways, and green
space anywhere. That’s pretty much
who we are.

At the same time, we have to
have a vibrant business community.
Our city hall is in the middle of
Maryland Farms, a Mecca of
business and professional activities.
Our city land area is 95 percent
residential and 5 percent com-
mercial. Commercial pays 54
percent of our property taxes.
Additionally, we take in business
and sales tax. That’s how dependent
we are on commercial.

TT&C: Is the city is as devoted to
planning as you are personally?
BC: Very much so. Some are
concerned that not enough people
come out to vote but I think it is
because people are happy with the
low tax rate, the way the services are
kept up, and with our five-year
capital improvements plan that
anticipates what needs to be done in
timely fashion such as upkeep of our
streets and our spending $30 million
to rehab sewer lines over three years
to keep them up to snuff for the next
20 years. We also have the 2020 Plan
that started in 1999 looking ahead to
2020. Citizens got involved in
looking at where we were then, and
where we wanted to be in 2020. We
update that plan every five years
based on citizens’ and business
community’s input. By 2020 I’m
sure we’ll have a 2040 Plan.

TT&C: Does Brentwood
outsource some of its services?
BC: Not unlike other suburban
residential communities, we don’t
have our own sewer system any
more. The one we had couldn’t keep

up with the growth of the city. It’s
become an arboretum. As for water,
our first water supply came from
Meadow Lake about a mile from city
hall. It was owned by Eddy Arnold,
which made him the city’s first
water distributor, so to speak. That
water wasn’t even treated, just piped
directly out. We now depend on
Metro Nashville for our sewage
treatment and on four or five
different water systems for water
including Brentwood, Mallory
Valley, Harpeth, and Nolensville-
College Grove. Not having a
sanitation department, we use
Williamson County’s landfill, and
individuals contract out to private
companies for pick up. Some
recycle, others don’t, some provide
back door pickup, and others
curbside pick up. We’re one of 14
cities in the entire state that doesn’t
have a sanitation department.

TT&C: Does your city work on
regional initiatives with other
cities and counties?
BC: That’s something I’d like to see
us do a better job of – being good
neighbors. We’re beginning to do
more. Brentwood and Franklin
already had mutual fire service
agreements. This year we developed
an automatic aid agreement. Mutual
agreements mean having to call for
help. Automatic aid means every
time there is a fire or emergency in
specific districts, we both respond
immediately without being asked.
It’s wonderful and the first time
anybody has done that in this state.
We won an award for that from
Greater Nashville Regional
Council. It’s just common sense to
use resources for the common good.
I’m sure Nashville Mayor Karl Dean
is trying to do that with our Mayors’
Caucus. Williamson Mayor Rogers
Anderson and I were talking about
how important it is that we all look at
our common good. Nobody driving
along the streets says, “Oh, I’ve just
gone from Brentwood to Franklin or
from Brentwood to Metro.” We’re
all part of Greater Nashville making
us all eligible to share common
resources.

Another instance of regional-
ism was our hosting the Susan G.
Komen Greater Nashville Race for
the Cure to benefit cancer research
this month. It had always been held
in Nashville. When they asked if we
would like to host it, we jumped at it.
Everybody basically clears out of
Maryland Farms on Saturday, so it’s
a great idea that works for both of us.
I’m on the steering committee of the
board. This first year here, they
raised more money than ever, over
$1.4 million for breast cancer
research. Brentwood partnered with
them logistically to help make it
happen. We had 16,000 running
down Maryland Way, and next year
I think you’ll see the town
completely pink.

 We are  also working together
on regional transportation. The
mayors from north to south in
Middle Tennessee, from Portland to
Murfreesboro are meeting to work
on expanding that.

TT&C: Would public trans-
portation benefit a city like
Brentwood?
BC: We are working on a Park and
Ride Bus stop in Brentwood at this
time. We get an influx of about
20,000 a day. Our city of 37,000
almost functions as a city of 50,000
on week days. I don’t know how
many go out from Brentwood in all
the various directions. The
attraction for the big influx is all the
businesses and offices in Maryland
Farms, the medical research,
insurance, and banking that are
located here.

TT&C: You now serve as District
6 Director on the TML board.
BC: Yes. I was elected district board
member during the TML Con-
ference at Memphis two years ago.
I’ve enjoyed being on the board and
learning all about TML and working
with legislative issues that concern
cities. It’s fascinating. We just held,
on Oct. 15, the meeting where
municipal officials decide which
legislative issues TML will  initiate
next session. Since it’s my nature to
get involved immediately, I’m
jumping right in and am looking
forward to this legislative session.

TML provides a great service. If
we municipalities as a group didn’t
have representation in the
legislature, we would have so many
more problems. TML does a good
job going to bat for us. And our Risk
Management Pool and our Bond
Fund, and the MTAS consultants for
cities are all great benefits and do
good service.

Betsy Crossley
Brentwood Mayor

Renaissance woman Brentwood Mayor Betsy Crossley perks with city

Betsy with her 101-year-old grandmother, who  Betsy refers to as her
best friend.

“I just seem to like the challenge of trying things I’ve never tried before”


