
   
 

 
 
 

  

   

   

 

  

 

  

 

   

   

    

   

     

    

 

 
 

    
 

    
   

  
 

   
 

  

    
 

• Housing services to support healthy living environments and neighborhoods 

conducive to mental and physical wellness; 

• Remediation of lead paint or other lead hazards to reduce risk of elevated blood lead 

levels among children; and 

• Evidence-based community violence intervention programs to prevent violence and 

mitigate the increase in violence during the pandemic.50 

2. Responding to Negative Economic Impacts 

Impacts on Households and Individuals.  The public health emergency, including the 

necessary measures taken to protect public health, resulted in significant economic and financial 

hardship for many Americans.  As businesses closed, consumers stayed home, schools shifted to 

remote education, and travel declined precipitously, over 20 million jobs were lost in March and 

April 2020.51 Although many have returned to work, as of April 2021, the economy remains 

8.2 million jobs below its pre-pandemic peak,52 and more than 3 million workers have dropped 

out of the labor market altogether relative to February 2020.53 

Rates of unemployment are particularly severe among workers of color and workers with 

lower levels of educational attainment; for example, the overall unemployment rate in the United 

50 National Commission on COVID-19 and Criminal Justice, Impact Report: COVID-19 and Crime (Jan. 
31, 2021), https://covid19.counciloncj.org/2021/01/31/impact-report-covid-19-and-crime-3/ (showing a 
spike in homicide and assaults); Brad Boesrup et al., Alarming Trends in US domestic violence during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Am. J. of Emerg. Med. 38(12): 2753-55 (Dec. 1, 2020), available at 
https://www.ajemjournal.com/article/S0735-6757(20)30307-7/fulltext (showing a spike in domestic 
violence). 
51 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, All Employees, Total Nonfarm (PAYEMS), retrieved from FRED, 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/PAYEMS (last visited May 8, 2021). 
52 Id. 
53 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Civilian Labor Force Level [CLF16OV], retrieved from FRED, Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis, https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CLF16OV (last visited May 8, 2021). 
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States was 6.1 percent in April 2021, but certain groups saw much higher rates:  9.7 percent for 

Black workers, 7.9 percent for Hispanic or Latino workers, and 9.3 percent for workers without a 

high school diploma.54 Job losses have also been particularly steep among low wage workers, 

with these workers remaining furthest from recovery as of the end of 2020.55 A severe 

recession–and its concentrated impact among low-income workers–has amplified food and 

housing insecurity, with an estimated nearly 17 million adults living in households where there is 

sometimes or often not enough food to eat and an estimated 10.7 million adults living in 

households that were not current on rent.56 Over the course of the pandemic, inequities also 

manifested along gender lines, as schools closed to in-person activities, leaving many working 

families without child care during the day.57 Women of color have been hit especially hard: the 

54 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Statistics from the Current Population Survey: 
Employment status of the civilian population by sex and age (May 8 2021), 
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t01.htm (last visited May 8, 2021); U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Labor Force Statistics from the Current Population Survey: Employment status of the civilian 
noninstitutional population by race, Hispanic or Latino ethnicity, sex, and age (May 8, 2021), 
https://www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpseea04.htm (last visited May 8, 2021); U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Labor Force Statistics from the Current Population Survey: Employment status of the civilian 
noninstitutional population 25 years and over by educational attainment (May 8, 2021), 
https://www.bls.gov/web/empsit/cpseea05.htm (last visited May 8, 2021). 
55 Elise Gould & Jori Kandra, Wages grew in 2020 because the bottom fell out of the low-wage labor 
market, Economic Policy Institute (Feb. 24, 2021), https://files.epi.org/pdf/219418.pdf. See also, Michael 
Dalton et al., The K-Shaped Recovery: Examining the Diverging Fortunes of Workers in the Recovery 
from the COVID-19 Pandemic using Business and Household Survey Microdata¸ U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics Working Paper Series (Feb. 2021), https://www.bls.gov/osmr/research-
papers/2021/pdf/ec210020.pdf. 
56 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, Tracking the COVID-19 Recession’s Effects on Food, Housing, 
and Employment Hardships, https://www.cbpp.org/research/poverty-and-inequality/tracking-the-covid-
19-recessions-effects-on-food-housing-and (last visited May 8, 2021). 
57 Women have carried a larger share of childcare responsibilities than men during the COVID-19 crisis. 
See, e.g., Gema Zamarro & María J. Prados, Gender differences in couples’ division of childcare, work 
and mental health during COVID-19, Rev. Econ. Household 19:11-40 (2021), available at 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11150-020-09534-7; Titan Alon et al., The Impact of COVID-
19 on Gender Equality, National Bureau of Economic Research Working Paper 26947 (April 2020), 
available at https://www.nber.org/papers/w26947. 
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labor force participation rate for Black women has fallen by 3.2 percentage points58 during the 

pandemic as compared to 1.0 percentage points for Black men59 and 2.0 percentage points for 

White women.60 

As the economy recovers, the effects of the pandemic-related recession may continue to 

impact households, including a risk of longer-term effects on earnings and economic potential.  

For example, unemployed workers, especially those who have experienced longer periods of 

unemployment, earn lower wages over the long term once rehired.61 In addition to the labor 

market consequences for unemployed workers, recessions can also cause longer-term economic 

challenges through, among other factors, damaged consumer credit scores62 and reduced familial 

and childhood wellbeing.63 These potential long-term economic consequences underscore the 

continued need for robust policy support.  

58 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Participation Rate - 20 Yrs. & Over, Black or African 
American Women [LNS11300032], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; 
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/LNS11300032 (last visited May 8, 2021). 
59 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Participation Rate - 20 Yrs. & Over, Black or African 
American Men [LNS11300031], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; 
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/LNS11300031 (last visited May 8, 2021). 
60 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Force Participation Rate - 20 Yrs. & Over, White Women 
[LNS11300029], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis; 
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/LNS11300029 (last visited May 8, 2021). 
61 See, e.g., Michael Greenstone & Adam Looney, Unemployment and Earnings Losses: A Look at Long-
Term Impacts of the Great Recession on American Workers, Brookings Institution (Nov. 4, 2021), 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/jobs/2011/11/04/unemployment-and-earnings-losses-a-look-at-long-
term-impacts-of-the-great-recession-on-american-workers/. 
62 Chi Chi Wu, Solving the Credit Conundrum: Helping Consumers’ Credit Records Impaired by the 
Foreclosure Crisis and Great Recession (Dec. 2013), 
https://www.nclc.org/images/pdf/credit_reports/report-credit-conundrum-2013.pdf. 
63 Irwin Garfinkel, Sara McLanahan, Christopher Wimer, eds., Children of the Great Recession, Russell 
Sage Foundation (Aug. 2016), available at https://www.russellsage.org/publications/children-great-
recession. 

25 

https://www.russellsage.org/publications/children-great
https://www.nclc.org/images/pdf/credit_reports/report-credit-conundrum-2013.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/jobs/2011/11/04/unemployment-and-earnings-losses-a-look-at-long
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/LNS11300029
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/LNS11300031
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/LNS11300032


   
 

 
 
 

  

   

    

   

   

  

   

 

 

  

 

  

    

 
 

    

  

 

   

  
  

 

  
 

    
  

    
  

 

Impacts on Businesses. The pandemic has also severely impacted many businesses, with 

small businesses hit especially hard. Small businesses make up nearly half of U.S. private-sector 

employment64 and play a key role in supporting the overall economic recovery as they are 

responsible for two-thirds of net new jobs.65 Since the beginning of the pandemic, however, 

400,000 small businesses have closed, with many more at risk.66 Sectors with a large share of 

small business employment have been among those with the most drastic drops in employment.67 

The negative outlook for small businesses has continued: as of April 2021, approximately 

70 percent of small businesses reported that the pandemic has had a moderate or large negative 

effect on their business, and over a third expect that it will take over 6 months for their business 

to return to their normal level of operations.68 

This negative outlook is likely the result of many small businesses having faced periods 

of closure and having seen declining revenues as customers stayed home.69 In general, small 

businesses can face greater hurdles in accessing credit,70 and many small businesses were 

64 Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, supra note 5. 
65 U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy, Small Businesses Generate 44 Percent of 
U.S. Economic Activity (Jan. 30, 2019), https://advocacy.sba.gov/2019/01/30/small-businesses-generate-
44-percent-of-u-s-economic-activity/. 
66 Biden, supra note 6. 
67 Daniel Wilmoth, U.S. Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy, The Effects of the COVID-
19 Pandemic on Small Businesses, Issue Brief No. 16 (Mar. 2021), available at 
https://cdn.advocacy.sba.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/02112318/COVID-19-Impact-On-Small-
Business.pdf. 
68 U.S. Census Bureau, Small Business Pulse Survey, https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data/ (last visited 
May 8, 2021). 
69 Olivia S. Kim et al., Revenue Collapses and the Consumption of Small Business Owners in the Early 
Stages of the COVID-19 Pandemic (Nov. 2020), https://www.nber.org/papers/w28151. 
70 See e.g., Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Report to Congress on the Availability of 
Credit to Small Businesses (Sept. 2017), available at https://www.federalreserve.gov/publications/2017-
september-availability-of-credit-to-small-businesses.htm. 

26 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/publications/2017
https://www.nber.org/papers/w28151
https://portal.census.gov/pulse/data
https://cdn.advocacy.sba.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/02112318/COVID-19-Impact-On-Small
https://advocacy.sba.gov/2019/01/30/small-businesses-generate


   
 

 
 
 

    

  

  

    

    

   

   

  

  

 

   

 

 
 

  
   

  
 

 

     
   

 

  
 

 

already financially fragile at the outset of the pandemic.71 Non-profits, which provide vital 

services to communities, have similarly faced economic and financial challenges due to the 

pandemic.72 

Impacts to State, Local, and Tribal Governments.  State, local, and Tribal governments 

have felt substantial fiscal pressures.  As noted above, State, local, and Tribal governments have 

faced significant revenue shortfalls and remain over 1 million jobs below their pre-pandemic 

staffing levels.73 These reductions in staffing may undermine the ability to deliver services 

effectively, as well as add to the number of unemployed individuals in their jurisdictions. 

Exacerbation of Pre-existing Disparities. The COVID-19 public health emergency may 

have lasting negative effects on economic outcomes, particularly in exacerbating disparities that 

existed prior to the pandemic.  

The negative economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic are particularly pronounced 

in certain communities and families.  Low- and moderate-income jobs make up a substantial 

portion of both total pandemic job losses,74 and jobs that require in-person frontline work, which 

71 Alexander W. Bartik et al., The Impact of COVID-19 on small business outcomes and expectations, 
PNAS 117(30): 17656-66 (July 28, 2020), available at https://www.pnas.org/content/117/30/17656. 
72 Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, Impacts of COVID-19 on Nonprofits in the Western United 
States (May 2020), https://www.frbsf.org/community-development/files/impact-of-covid-nonprofits-
serving-western-united-states.pdf. 
73 Wolfe & Kassa, supra note 7; Elijah Moreno & Heather Sobrepena, Tribal entities remain resilient as 
COVID-19 batters their finances, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis (Nov. 10, 2021), 
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2020/tribal-entities-remain-resilient-as-covid-19-batters-their-
finances. 
74 Kim Parker et al., Economic Fallout from COVID-19 Continues to Hit Lower-Income Americans the 
Hardest, Pew Research Center (Sept. 24, 2020), https://www.pewresearch.org/social-
trends/2020/09/24/economic-fallout-from-covid-19-continues-to-hit-lower-income-americans-the-
hardest/; Gould, supra note 55. 
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are exposed to greater risk of contracting COVID-19.75 Both factors compound pre-existing 

vulnerabilities and the likelihood of food, housing, or other financial insecurity in low- and 

moderate-income families and, given the concentration of low- and moderate-income families 

within certain communities,76 raise a substantial risk that the effects of the COVID-19 public 

health emergency will be amplified within these communities. 

These compounding effect of recessions on concentrated poverty and the long-lasting 

nature of this effect were observed after the 2007-2009 recession, including a large increase in 

concentrated poverty with the number of people living in extremely poor neighborhoods more 

than doubling by 2010-2014 relative to 2000.77 Concentrated poverty has a range of deleterious 

impacts, including additional burdens on families and reduced economic potential and social 

cohesion.78 Given the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on low-income households 

discussed above, there is a risk that the current pandemic-induced recession could further 

increase concentrated poverty and cause long-term damage to economic prospects in 

neighborhoods of concentrated poverty. 

The negative economic impacts of COVID-19 also include significant impacts to children 

in disproportionately affected families and include impacts to education, health, and welfare, all 

75 See infra Section II.B of this Supplementary Information. 
76 Elizabeth Kneebone, The Changing geography of US poverty, Brookings Institution (Feb. 15, 2017), 
https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/the-changing-geography-of-us-poverty/. 
77 Elizabeth Kneebone & Natalie Holmes, U.S. concentrated poverty in the wake of the Great Recession, 
Brookings Institution (Mar. 31, 2016), https://www.brookings.edu/research/u-s-concentrated-poverty-in-
the-wake-of-the-great-recession/. 
78 David Erickson et al., The Enduring Challenge of Concentrated Poverty in America: Case Studies from 
Communities Across the U.S. (2008), available at https://www.frbsf.org/community-
development/files/cp_fullreport.pdf. 

28 

https://www.frbsf.org/community
https://www.brookings.edu/research/u-s-concentrated-poverty-in
https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/the-changing-geography-of-us-poverty


   
 

 
 
 

  

  

    

  

  

  

   

 
 

    
    

   
 

     
  

  
 

 

  

  
  

   
  

 
    

 
 

     

of which contribute to long-term economic outcomes.79 Many low-income and minority 

students, who were disproportionately served by remote or hybrid education during the 

pandemic, lacked the resources to participate fully in remote schooling or live in households 

without adults available throughout the day to assist with online coursework.80 Given these 

trends, the pandemic may widen educational disparities and worsen outcomes for low-income 

students,81 an effect that would substantially impact their long-term economic outcomes. 

Increased economic strain or material hardship due to the pandemic could also have a long-term 

impact on health, educational, and economic outcomes of young children.82 Evidence suggests 

79 Educational quality, as early as Kindergarten, has a long-term impact on children’s public health and 
economic outcomes. See, e.g., Tyler W. Watts et al., The Chicago School Readiness Project: Examining 
the long-term impacts of an early childhood intervention, PLoS ONE 13(7) (2018), available at 
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0200144; Opportunity Insights, How 
Can We Amplify Education as an Engine of Mobility? Using big data to help children get the most from 
school, https://opportunityinsights.org/education/ (last visited Apr. 26, 2021); U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS), Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Early Childhood 
Development and Education, https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/social-
determinants-health/interventions-resources/early-childhood-development-and-education (last visited 
Apr. 26, 2021). 
80 See, e.g., Bacher-Hicks, supra note 14. 
81 A Department of Education survey found that, as of February 2021, 42 percent of fourth grade students 
nationwide were offered only remote education, compared to 48 percent of economically disadvantaged 
students, 54 percent of Black students and 57 percent of Hispanic students. Large districts often 
disproportionately serve low-income students.  See Institute of Education Sciences, Monthly School 
Survey Dashboard, https://ies.ed.gov/schoolsurvey/ (last visited Apr. 26, 2021).  In summer 2020, a 
review found that 74 percent of the largest 100 districts chose remote learning only. See Education Week, 
School Districts’ Reopening Plans: A Snapshot (Jul. 15, 2020), 
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/school-districts-reopening-plans-a-snapshot/2020/07 (last visited May 
4, 2021). 
82 HHS, supra note 79. 
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that adverse conditions in early childhood, including exposure to poverty, food insecurity, 

housing insecurity, or other economic hardships, are particularly impactful.83 

The pandemic’s disproportionate economic impacts are also seen in Tribal communities 

across the country—for Tribal governments as well as families and businesses on and off Tribal 

lands.  In the early months of the pandemic, Native American unemployment spiked to 

26 percent and, while partially recovered, remains at nearly 11 percent.84 Tribal enterprises are a 

significant source of revenue for Tribal governments to support the provision of government 

services.  These enterprises, notably concentrated in gaming, tourism, and hospitality, frequently 

closed, significantly reducing both revenues to Tribal governments and employment.  As a result, 

Tribal governments have reduced essential services to their citizens and communities.85 

Eligible Uses. Sections 602(c)(1)(A) and 603(c)(1)(A) permit use of payments from the 

Fiscal Recovery Funds to respond to the negative economic impacts of the COVID-19 public 

health emergency. Eligible uses that respond to the negative economic impacts of the public 

health emergency must be designed to address an economic harm resulting from or exacerbated 

by the public health emergency.  In considering whether a program or service would be eligible 

under this category, the recipient should assess whether, and the extent to which, there has been 

83 Hirokazu Yoshikawa, Effects of the Global Coronavirus Disease – 2019 Pandemic on Early Childhood 
Development: Short- and Long-Term Risks and Mitigating Program and Policy Actions, J. of Pediatrics 
Vol. 223:188-93 (Aug. 1, 2020), available at https://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476(20)30606-
5/abstract. 
84 Based on calculations conducted by the Minneapolis Fed’s Center for Indian Country Development 
using Flood et al. (2020)’s Current Population Survey.”  Sarah Flood, Miriam King, Renae Rodgers, 
Steven Ruggles and J. Robert Warren. Integrated Public Use Microdata Series, Current Population 
Survey: Version 8.0 [dataset]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS, 2020. https://doi.org/10.18128/D030.V8.0; see 
also Donna Feir & Charles Golding, Native Employment During COVID-19:  Hard hit in April but 
Starting to Rebount? (Aug. 5, 2020), https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2020/native-employment-
during-covid-19-hit-hard-in-april-but-starting-to-rebound. 
85 Moreno & Sobrepena, supra note 73. 
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an economic harm, such as loss of earnings or revenue, that resulted from the COVID-19 public 

health emergency and whether, and the extent to which, the use would respond or address this 

harm.86 A recipient should first consider whether an economic harm exists and whether this 

harm was caused or made worse by the COVID-19 public health emergency.  While economic 

impacts may either be immediate or delayed, assistance or aid to individuals or businesses that 

did not experience a negative economic impact from the public health emergency would not be 

an eligible use under this category.   

In addition, the eligible use must “respond to” the identified negative economic impact.  

Responses must be related and reasonably proportional to the extent and type of harm 

experienced; uses that bear no relation or are grossly disproportionate to the type or extent of 

harm experienced would not be eligible uses.  Where there has been a negative economic impact 

resulting from the public health emergency, States, local, and Tribal governments have broad 

latitude to choose whether and how to use the Fiscal Recovery Funds to respond to and address 

the negative economic impact.  Sections 602(c)(1)(A) and 603(c)(1)(A) describe several types of 

uses that would be eligible under this category, including assistance to households, small 

businesses, and nonprofits and aid to impacted industries such as tourism, travel, and hospitality.  

To facilitate implementation and use of payments from the Fiscal Recovery Funds, the 

Interim Final Rule identifies a non-exclusive list of eligible uses of funding that respond to the 

negative economic impacts of the public health emergency.  Consistent with the discussion 

above, the eligible uses listed below would respond directly to the economic or financial harms 

resulting from and or exacerbated by the public health emergency. 

86 In some cases, a use may be permissible under another eligible use category even if it falls outside the 
scope of section (c)(1)(A) of the Act. 
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• Assistance to Unemployed Workers. This includes assistance to unemployed 

workers, including services like job training to accelerate rehiring of unemployed 

workers; these services may extend to workers unemployed due to the pandemic or 

the resulting recession, or who were already unemployed when the pandemic 

began and remain so due to the negative economic impacts of the pandemic. 

• State Unemployment Insurance Trust Funds. Consistent with the approach taken 

in the CRF, recipients may make deposits into the state account of the 

Unemployment Trust Fund established under section 904 of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1104) up to the level needed to restore the pre-pandemic balances 

of such account as of January 27, 2020 or to pay back advances received under 

Title XII of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1321) for the payment of benefits 

between January 27, 2020 and [INSERT DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE 

FEDERAL REGISTER], given the close nexus between Unemployment Trust 

Fund costs, solvency of Unemployment Trust Fund systems, and pandemic 

economic impacts. Further, Unemployment Trust Fund deposits can decrease 

fiscal strain on Unemployment Insurance systems impacted by the pandemic. 

States facing a sharp increase in Unemployment Insurance claims during the 

pandemic may have drawn down positive Unemployment Trust Fund balances 

and, after exhausting the balance, required advances to fund continuing obligations 

to claimants.  Because both of these impacts were driven directly by the need for 

assistance to unemployed workers during the pandemic, replenishing 

Unemployment Trust Funds up to the pre-pandemic level responds to the 

pandemic’s negative economic impacts on unemployed workers. 
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• Assistance to Households.  Assistance to households or populations facing 

negative economic impacts due to COVID-19 is also an eligible use.  This 

includes: food assistance; rent, mortgage, or utility assistance; counseling and legal 

aid to prevent eviction or homelessness; cash assistance (discussed below); 

emergency assistance for burials, home repairs, weatherization, or other needs; 

internet access or digital literacy assistance; or job training to address negative 

economic or public health impacts experienced due to a worker’s occupation or 

level of training.  As discussed above, in considering whether a potential use is 

eligible under this category, a recipient must consider whether, and the extent to 

which, the household has experienced a negative economic impact from the 

pandemic.  In assessing whether a household or population experienced economic 

harm as a result of the pandemic, a recipient may presume that a household or 

population that experienced unemployment or increased food or housing insecurity 

or is low- or moderate-income experienced negative economic impacts resulting 

from the pandemic.  For example, a cash transfer program may focus on 

unemployed workers or low- and moderate-income families, which have faced 

disproportionate economic harms due to the pandemic.  Cash transfers must be 

reasonably proportional to the negative economic impact they are intended to 

address. Cash transfers grossly in excess of the amount needed to address the 

negative economic impact identified by the recipient would not be considered to be 

a response to the COVID-19 public health emergency or its negative impacts. In 

particular, when considering the appropriate size of permissible cash transfers 

made in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, State, local and 
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Tribal governments may consider and take guidance from the per person amounts 

previously provided by the Federal government in response to the COVID-19 

crisis. Cash transfers that are grossly in excess of such amounts would be outside 

the scope of eligible uses under section 602(c)(1)(A) and 603(c)(1)(A) and could 

be subject to recoupment. In addition, a recipient could provide survivor’s benefits 

to surviving family members of COVID-19 victims, or cash assistance to widows, 

widowers, and dependents of eligible COVID-19 victims. 

• Expenses to Improve Efficacy of Economic Relief Programs.  State, local, and 

Tribal governments may use payments from the Fiscal Recovery Funds to improve 

efficacy of programs addressing negative economic impacts, including through use 

of data analysis, targeted consumer outreach, improvements to data or technology 

infrastructure, and impact evaluations. 

• Small Businesses and Non-profits.  As discussed above, small businesses and non-

profits faced significant challenges in covering payroll, mortgages or rent, and 

other operating costs as a result of the public health emergency and measures taken 

to contain the spread of the virus.  State, local, and Tribal governments may 

provide assistance to small businesses to adopt safer operating procedures, weather 

periods of closure, or mitigate financial hardship resulting from the COVID-19 

public health emergency, including: 

o Loans or grants to mitigate financial hardship such as declines in revenues 

or impacts of periods of business closure, for example by supporting 

payroll and benefits costs, costs to retain employees, mortgage, rent, or 

utilities costs, and other operating costs; 
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o Loans, grants, or in-kind assistance to implement COVID-19 prevention 

or mitigation tactics, such as physical plant changes to enable social 

distancing, enhanced cleaning efforts, barriers or partitions, or COVID-19 

vaccination, testing, or contact tracing programs; and 

o Technical assistance, counseling, or other services to assist with business 

planning needs. 

As discussed above, these services should respond to the negative economic 

impacts of COVID-19.  Recipients may consider additional criteria to target 

assistance to businesses in need, including small businesses.  Such criteria may 

include businesses facing financial insecurity, substantial declines in gross 

receipts (e.g., comparable to measures used to assess eligibility for the Paycheck 

Protection Program), or other economic harm due to the pandemic, as well as 

businesses with less capacity to weather financial hardship, such as the smallest 

businesses, those with less access to credit, or those serving disadvantaged 

communities. Recipients should consider local economic conditions and business 

data when establishing such criteria.87 

• Rehiring State, Local, and Tribal Government Staff.  State, local, and Tribal 

governments continue to see pandemic impacts in overall staffing levels: State, 

local, and Tribal government employment remains more than 1 million jobs lower 

87 See Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, An Uphill Battle: COVID-19’s Outsized Toll on Minority-
Owned Firms (Oct. 8, 2020), https://www.clevelandfed.org/newsroom-and-
events/publications/community-development-briefs/db-20201008-misera-report.aspx (discussing the 
impact of COVID-19 on minority owned businesses). 
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in April 2021 than prior to the pandemic.88 Employment losses decrease a state 

or local government’s ability to effectively administer services. Thus, the Interim 

Final Rule includes as an eligible use payroll, covered benefits, and other costs 

associated with rehiring public sector staff, up to the pre-pandemic staffing level 

of the government. 

• Aid to Impacted Industries. Sections 602(c)(1)(A) and 603(c)(1)(A) recognize 

that certain industries, such as tourism, travel, and hospitality, were 

disproportionately and negatively impacted by the COVID-19 public health 

emergency.  Aid provided to tourism, travel, and hospitality industries should 

respond to the negative economic impacts of the pandemic on those and similarly 

impacted industries.  For example, aid may include assistance to implement 

COVID-19 mitigation and infection prevention measures to enable safe 

resumption of tourism, travel, and hospitality services, for example, 

improvements to ventilation, physical barriers or partitions, signage to facilitate 

social distancing, provision of masks or personal protective equipment, or 

consultation with infection prevention professionals to develop safe reopening 

plans. 

Aid may be considered responsive to the negative economic impacts of the 

pandemic if it supports businesses, attractions, business districts, and Tribal 

development districts operating prior to the pandemic and affected by required 

88 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, All Employees, State Government [CES9092000001] and All 
Employees, Local Government [CES9093000001], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis, https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CES9092000001 and 
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/CES9093000001 (last visited May 8, 2021). 
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closures and other efforts to contain the pandemic.  For example, a recipient may 

provide aid to support safe reopening of businesses in the tourism, travel, and 

hospitality industries and to business districts that were closed during the COVID-

19 public health emergency, as well as aid for a planned expansion or upgrade of 

tourism, travel, and hospitality facilities delayed due to the pandemic.  

When considering providing aid to industries other than tourism, travel, 

and hospitality, recipients should consider the extent of the economic impact as 

compared to tourism, travel, and hospitality, the industries enumerated in the 

statute.  For example, on net, the leisure and hospitality industry has experienced 

an approximately 24 percent decline in revenue and approximately 17 percent 

decline in employment nationwide due to the COVID-19 public health 

emergency.89 Recipients should also consider whether impacts were due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, as opposed to longer-term economic or industrial trends 

unrelated to the pandemic. 

To facilitate transparency and accountability, the Interim Final Rule 

requires that State, local, and Tribal governments publicly report assistance 

provided to private-sector businesses under this eligible use, including tourism, 

travel, hospitality, and other impacted industries, and its connection to negative 

89 From February 2020 to April 2021, employment in “Leisure and hospitality” has fallen by 
approximately 17 percent. See U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, All Employees, Leisure and Hospitality, 
retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/USLAH (last 
visited May 8, 2021). From 2019Q4 to 2020Q4, gross output (e.g. revenue) in arts, entertainment, 
recreation, accommodation, and food services has fallen by approximately 24 percent. See Bureau of 
Economic Analysis, News Release: Gross Domestic Product (Third Estimate), Corporate Profits, and 
GDP by Industry, Fourth Quarter and Year 2020 (Mar. 25, 2021), Table 17, 
https://www.bea.gov/sites/default/files/2021-03/gdp4q20_3rd.pdf. 
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economic impacts of the pandemic.  Recipients also should maintain records to 

support their assessment of how businesses or business districts receiving 

assistance were affected by the negative economic impacts of the pandemic and 

how the aid provided responds to these impacts. 

As discussed above, economic disparities that existed prior to the COVID-19 public 

health emergency amplified the impact of the pandemic among low-income and minority groups.  

These families were more likely to face housing, food, and financial insecurity; are over-

represented among low-wage workers; and many have seen their livelihoods deteriorate further 

during the pandemic and economic contraction.  In recognition of the disproportionate negative 

economic impacts on certain communities and populations, the Interim Final Rule identifies 

services and programs that will be presumed to be responding to the negative economic impacts 

of the COVID-19 public health emergency when provided in these communities.  

Specifically, Treasury will presume that certain types of services, outlined below, are 

eligible uses when provided in a QCT, to families and individuals living in QCTs, or when these 

services are provided by Tribal governments.90 Recipients may also provide these services to 

other populations, households, or geographic areas disproportionately impacted by the pandemic.  

In identifying these disproportionately impacted communities, recipients should be able to 

support their determination that the pandemic resulted in disproportionate public health or 

economic outcomes to the specific populations, households, or geographic areas to be served. 

The Interim Final Rule identifies a non-exclusive list of uses that address the disproportionate 

negative economic effects of the COVID-19 public health emergency, including: 

90 HUD, supra note 48. 
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o Building Stronger Communities through Investments in Housing and Neighborhoods. The 

economic impacts of COVID-19 have likely been most acute in lower-income 

neighborhoods, including concentrated areas of high unemployment, limited economic 

opportunity, and housing insecurity.91 Services in this category alleviate the immediate 

economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on housing insecurity, while addressing 

conditions that contributed to poor public health and economic outcomes during the 

pandemic, namely concentrated areas with limited economic opportunity and inadequate 

or poor-quality housing.92 Eligible services include: 

 Services to address homelessness such as supportive housing, and to improve 

access to stable, affordable housing among unhoused individuals; 

 Affordable housing development to increase supply of affordable and high-quality 

living units; and 

 Housing vouchers, residential counseling, or housing navigation assistance to 

facilitate household moves to neighborhoods with high levels of economic 

opportunity and mobility for low-income residents, to help residents increase their 

economic opportunity and reduce concentrated areas of low economic 

opportunity.93 

91 Stuart M. Butler & Jonathan Grabinsky, Tackling the legacy of persistent urban inequality and 
concentrated poverty, Brookings Institution (Nov. 16, 2020), https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-
front/2020/11/16/tackling-the-legacy-of-persistent-urban-inequality-and-concentrated-poverty/. 
92 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Office of Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion, Quality of Housing, https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/social-
determinants-health/interventions-resources/quality-of-housing#11 (last visited Apr. 26, 2021). 
93 The Opportunity Atlas, https://www.opportunityatlas.org/ (last visited Apr. 26, 2021); Raj Chetty & 
Nathaniel Hendren, The Impacts of Neighborhoods on Intergenerational Mobility I: Childhood Exposure 
Effects, Quarterly J. of Econ. 133(3):1107-162 (2018), available at 
https://opportunityinsights.org/paper/neighborhoodsi/. 
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o Addressing Educational Disparities. As outlined above, school closures and the 

transition to remote education raised particular challenges for lower-income students, 

potentially exacerbating educational disparities, while increases in economic hardship 

among families could have long-lasting impacts on children’s educational and economic 

prospects.  Services under this prong would enhance educational supports to help 

mitigate impacts of the pandemic.  Eligible services include: 

 New, expanded, or enhanced early learning services, including pre-kindergarten, 

Head Start, or partnerships between pre-kindergarten programs and local 

education authorities, or administration of those services; 

 Providing assistance to high-poverty school districts to advance equitable funding 

across districts and geographies; 

 Evidence-based educational services and practices to address the academic needs 

of students, including tutoring, summer, afterschool, and other extended learning 

and enrichment programs; and 

 Evidence-based practices to address the social, emotional, and mental health 

needs of students; 

o Promoting Healthy Childhood Environments. Children’s economic and family 

circumstances have a long-term impact on their future economic outcomes.94 Increases in 

economic hardship, material insecurity, and parental stress and behavioral health 

challenges all raise the risk of long-term harms to today’s children due to the pandemic. 

Eligible services to address this challenge include: 

94 See supra notes 52 and 84. 
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 New or expanded high-quality childcare to provide safe and supportive care for 

children; 

 Home visiting programs to provide structured visits from health, parent educators, 

and social service professionals to pregnant women or families with young 

children to offer education and assistance navigating resources for economic 

support, health needs, or child development; and 

 Enhanced services for child welfare-involved families and foster youth to provide 

support and training on child development, positive parenting, coping skills, or 

recovery for mental health and substance use challenges. 

State, local, and Tribal governments are encouraged to use payments from the Fiscal 

Recovery Funds to respond to the direct and immediate needs of the pandemic and its negative 

economic impacts and, in particular, the needs of households and businesses that were 

disproportionately and negatively impacted by the public health emergency.  As highlighted 

above, low-income communities and workers and people of color have faced more severe health 

and economic outcomes during the pandemic, with pre-existing social vulnerabilities like low-

wage or insecure employment, concentrated neighborhoods with less economic opportunity, and 

pre-existing health disparities likely contributing to the magnified impact of the pandemic.  The 

Fiscal Recovery Funds provide resources to not only respond to the immediate harms of the 

pandemic but also to mitigate its longer-term impact in compounding the systemic public health 

and economic challenges of disproportionately impacted populations.  Treasury encourages 

recipients to consider funding uses that foster a strong, inclusive, and equitable recovery, 

especially uses with long-term benefits for health and economic outcomes. 
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